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, . . We have greatly enjoyed celebrating Book Week this week. . ’ . )
$ - B Reception, Year One, Year Two and Year Three were Last Friday, Mrs Giles and Mrs Townsend took a sneak preview into the

excitement that awaits the Year Five pupils at The Magdalen Project. Tucked

away in the beautiful countryside, the farm offers a wonderful experience for

the children, who will be lucky enough to take part in a fun  -packed program of
eco-adventures and activities. Faye, the activities leader, shared the timetable,

which includes opportunities for the children to become eco  -warriors surviving

the wild and farmers in training, performing a variety of daily duties. Mrs

Townsend is looking forward most to collecting her own eggs for breakfast and

Mrs Giles candt wait to return to see Sar
they arrived last Friday.

' delighted to be visited by the author Pippa Goodhart. The
,’ children were able to experience a variety of her books and

i A gained an understanding of all the work that goes into
creating a finished book. Pippa read a collection of her stories with the children
and this has inspired them to be authors in our English lessons. This has been a
truly wonderful experience for all the children as all week they have been
planning and creating stories of their own, whether it be a new adventure for
Winnie the Witch, an adaptation of a well known story or a magical adventure.
Andrew Norriss, the author of Aquila, Ctrl - Z and the television comedy show
The Brittas Empire came in on Monday for the start of Book Week and did
three talks with children in Years Four to Six. He talked about the type of
books that he enjoyed writing - science fiction with an element of reality. All his
stories have some basis of truth and the characters are very close to real life;
they often find a gadget or gismo that makes extraordinary things happen. He
asked the children what they would do if they had a watch that could let you
free time or a computer that freezes time. The children came up with some
excellent answers mostly involving making large amounts of money! Andrew then
worked with Year Four helping them design a superhero and villain for a comic
book. One of his biggest influences on his writing is the adventures of Dan Dare
in the comic book T7he Eagle and his battles with his arch enemy, the Mekon
leader of the Treens. In Year Six Andrew shared his love of comedy writing as
he penned the successful comedy show T7he Brittas Empire . As Year Six have
been looking at comedy and what makes things funny in drama this was a useful
experience to have as they could see what made the show so successful; a
mixture of the ordinary and the surreal. Andrew then very kindly stayed to sign
many of his books at the Book Fair. Throughout the week books have been on
sale in the Book Fair and we have been delighted with the interest this has
generated in our pupils, with a large number of books being sold. Pupils in
Reception and Year One have been further stimulated to have a love of books by - .

Forrest and Christian Thomas all of whom were class winners, a number of whom

visiting the Central Library in the Guildhall Square where they were eagerly . . . )
| . Th Il h Y E le al
greeted by the childrends |ibrarian who Jo6&k PHEngs gheCoelors Ssr"aa{}d( o3y X String Enspraple 2lso 5

) . ) . eserve special recognition for winning their classes. Another strin [a er

section explaining how they could use the library. They were then given an ) P ) d 9 ) 9 p v .

. . . . whose fine achievement at the PMF deserves to have his name mentioned is
opportunity to browse the books before hearing the librarian read one of her

. ) uitarist Max Lancaster who not only gained 1st place in the class he entered
favourite books to them. The Reception teachers were very pleased when g v P

. . but also won the Clarendon Cup for the best performance of the day in any age
several of the pupils chose to look at books about the Chinese New Year clearly Y W up p Y Y ag

demonstrating the interest that was generated by the day they spent at the tgr:g::gew\/\ii :;ew\éﬁry proud indeed of all our string players for representing
end of last week celebrating the Chinese New Year. They had a super time on '

that day which began with them listening to the traditional story that explains
how the Chinese have a 12 year cycle to their calendar, each year being given
the name of an animal. The children were excited to learn that they were born
in the year of the monkey or rooster! The children then made their own animal
masks to retell the story, they also attempted some Chinese writing and made
some colourful concertina dragons. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed a tasty snack
of dried fruit and they ended the day together listening to traditional Chinese
music and experiencing ribbon dancing. We would like to say a big thank you to
Mrs Tang and Mrs Yang who kindly talked to the children and shared their own
experiences of Chinese New Year.

On Wednesday afternoon this week, 30 Year Six pupils chose to attend the
Kingdéds Theatre to watch a production of J
Sherriff, who served as a Captain at Ypres and Passchendaele and was himself

the recipient of the Military Cross. The play, set in a dugout in the trenches,

fits very well with their current topic in History. Seeing the mixture of

reactions and attitudes to war shown by the characters in the play and the way

in which ennui gives way to excitement, crisis and loss when in the midst of war

engaged the pupils and developed very effectively their empathy with those who

fought on our behalf in the Great War.

| mentioned in | ast weekds Newsletter tha
letter how well our string players did in the Portsmouth Music Festival over the

past two weeks. | am delighted to report that the pupils were very successful

indeed with awards of 15 Distinctions, 33 Highly Commended and 2 Merits being

made. The adjudicator, Andrew Sherwood, was fulsome in his praise of the
consistently high standard of string playing from PGS, which he emphasised is

definitely not replicated in other areas of the country that he visits! Special

mention deserves to be made of the individual performances of Alice Leonard,

Ben Brooks, Daniel Garcia Tarifa, Kirsten Goves, Honor Appleby -Mell, Sophie

Three Pupils from Year Twelve who are travelling to Argentina in the Easter

holidays with a Senior School group, visited the Upper Junior School on
Wednesday to sell cakes at break time and give a presentation to the pupils in

assembly on Argentina. This is part of the Senior School Argentina week where

they are raising awareness about the strengthening links between PGS and a
charity project called 6é6Volunteering oppol
city Buenos Aires. Our pupils found the presentation very interesting and were

pleased that by embracing this Senior School initiative were able, in a small way,

to support this charity project.

In closing | would like to mention how much the girls in Key Stage Two are
lgoking forward to the Inter House Netball Tourr}?ment which take]sq place at
l_}.o 'W?[% reate to.r’:l short

ilsea tomorrow morning. It is hoped that many parents will be able to come
along and support their daughters and, indeed their Houses.

All of the Junior School gathered together for the mid -term assembly in the
Cathedral on Tuesday. The theme was OLen
performance of a play explaining the tradition of eating pancakes on Shrove

Tuesday, the day preceding Lent. Pupils from Year Three and Year Four read

poems they had written about Lent and pupils from Year Two shared prayers

they had composed. The address explained why Lent is such an important time in

the Christian Year and why it falls during the period of time that leads up to

Easter. As always, it was pleasing to see so many parents and grandparents in

the congregation joining us for this special service. The High Street, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO1 2LN
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I wish you all a very happy weekend.

Philippa Foster
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INFORMATION AND DATES i PUPI LSd ACHI EVEMEg\ITi

FOR YOUR DIARY x I

i Congratulations to Max Bird (5G) who achieved his personal i

YEAR 3/4 CHOIR fi Monday 15 March Y best when he finished 2nd in his race at Camberley Kart Club. s
There will be no Year 3/4 choir on Mon 15 March. The last i i
rehearsal this term will be on Mon 8 March. + Congratulations to Charles Elliott (4J) who came first in the  #
i competitive category for Classical Guitar in the Chichester i

KS2 PARENTSG6 EVENI NG APPOI NTMENT 3 Festival for Music, Dance and Speech and who also passed his <
Thank you to all parents for responding promptly to the parents i Grade 1 guitar exam with distinction. i
evening letters.  Appointment slips will be sent home via pupils e e
during the week beginning Monday 15 " March - for your diary i Congratulations to Joshua Chipper (2M) who has gained his i
planning, we expect, as in previous years to be able to provide + yellow belt in Karate. o
appointments certainly in line with the chosen day and almost all in i
line with requests for times. Both evenings will take place in the ¥- Congratulations to Aelfred Hillman (4J) for raising £621 in
DRT and Dining Hall. Please note that parking is not available on z aid of the Haiti Earthquake appeal by selling the card he z
the school site until after 1700 on both days ¥ designed. ae
Y Y

Y Y

SCOOTERS % Congratulations to Max Lancaster (4S) who was awarded a
We are pleased to see so many children walking/scooting to i highly commended mark and presented with the String Guitar i
school. However, please would you make sure that children  do not ¥ Centre Trophy Number 1 at the Portsmouth Music Festival I
ride the scooters inside the school grounds. i guitar section and by being awarded, by the adjudicator, the i
Y Clarendon Cup for best guitar performance of the day in any Y

TEACHING ASSISTANT i age group. i
The Junior School will have a vacancy for a Teaching Assistant e A Yo A A 7 A A Ao A A A A A Ao A 7 A A A A A A A A A A A A e A Ao A A

from 19th April 2010. The hours would be 0800 -1330 5 days per
week, a total of 27.5 hours per week. NVQ3 training or willingness

to undertake the NVQ3 qualification would be preferred. The BADGES
post is to work within Years Five and Six on the UJS site. Please
apply in writing including the names of two referees to Mrs Day GOLD BADGE

by Monday 15th March.

Congratulations to Caitlin Hoddle and Georgia Henderson

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBSiAdFRI 19 MARCH AND for gaining their Gold Badge.

MON 22 MARCH

There will be no teacher led after school clubs on Friday 19th
Mar c h and Monday 22nd Mar ch du RED BADGE
External provider clubs will continue as normal on both days.

STRING SCHEME GALA CONCERT Congratulations to Thomas Miller, Sebastian Hiller and

St Thomasd Cathed® mdech 3g¢onday 15 Ella Povey for gaining their Red Badge.
We are delighted that so many parents have booked tickets to
attend this special concert and In order to support parents who

are attending with end of school arrangements , we are happy
that siblings can be collected from the JS Office (Year R -4) and
the UJS Front Gate (Year 5&6) at 1430. Please could you email
Mrs Kaznowski on juniorschool@pgs.org.uk or telephone on 203
9236 0036 ext 219 to inform us if you would like your children to

be ready for collection at 1430. Although at this stage, tickets

are limited in number and have been offered primarily to the
parents of children who are involved in the concert, if you would
like to attend this concert, please contact Mrs Ingamells on
.ingamells@pgs.org.uk to see if there are any tickets remaining.

Congratulations to Molly Renton, Oliver Nash, Emily
Whitehead and Jack Hussey for gaining their Blue Badge.

SUPERVISION

Please may we remind parents that the pupils pass from our
responsibility to theirs the moment they are collected from
school. There are ongoing complaints from Junior and Senior
School staff about the number of seemingly unsupervised children

LONDON MARATHON racing around both the Small and Main Quads. Please could we ask
Roland Ainsworth is running the London Marathon on 25th parents to properly supervise their children taking account of the
April this year. He is running for Sentebale (which is Prince Har- fact that the Senior School is still working until 1550.

ry's charity) and would be very grateful if anybody would like to

sponsor him - every little helps and may make some of the pain MARY ROSE APPEAL

worthwhile!  You can sponsor him at http:// Mary Rose activity sheets are available from the Junior School
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/RolandAinsworth  (don't forget gift aid) Office and Mrs Kent at a charge of £2.00. Competition entries

or you can see Mrs Bull or Mrs Kaznowski in the Junior School are due in by 12th March.

o _
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INFORMATION AND DATES

START OF THE SCHOOL DAY
Please can | ask all parents to continue to support us in trying

FOR YOUR DI ARY Ct dtceensure that all pupils are on site at 0825 for the start of

VI SITING MUSIC TEACHERS PARENTS &P BS\SERPIN ggpossible for all.

Wednesday 10th March in the Rotunda.

We are delighted that this
Evening for Visiting Music Teachers to meet parents on Wed
10 March. Letters are being sent home by Visiting Music
Teachers and parents are asked to complete the slip at the
bottom of the letter and return it to the music teacher, who
will then confirm the appointment time in writing after half
term. A small number of these teachers are not available on
this evening and Mrs Fretwell in the Music Department will be
contacting parents to let them know of alternative
arrangements for these families.

SOCIETY OF YOUNG MATHEMATICIANS

The Society of Young Mathematicians is for all young people
interested in Maths. Membership is £9.99 per year and SYMS
members will receive two journals (Symmetry Plus and
Mathematical Pie), both published three times a year. SYMS
has its own website and there are fortnightly problems
accessible to all. Visit www.syms.org.uk to print off a SYMS
application form.

school so that class registration and the start of the day can

arrive later than 0840, pupils in Year R -4 must report to the

t e r muNleSchRol Qffice 1q register andithgn go 19 eirngrnal &

classroom. In Year 5 and 6 pupils who arrive after 0840
should report to Mrs Kent to register and then directly to
their Form Room. Thank you for your ongoing support with this
key aspect of our school day.

PARENT ALERT

Please would all parents be extremely vigilant as we have had
cases of head I|lice reported
needs to be inspected regularly. If you find head lice then you
should speak to the local pharmacist who will recommend one
of the preparations currently being used. However advice
from our medical centre is that for a period of two weeks
after treatment hair should be washed and conditioned daily
and combed through using a nit comb to comb out any newly
hatched eggs. This ongoing treatment is an important part of
the process of ensuring the hair is free from head lice.

RECEPTION & KEYSTAGE ONE
MOTHERS DAY GIFTS

A gift that will grow!

Bring in £2 and plant a bulb to give to Mum:-
P\ RQ ORWKHU: -V 'D\

Please note that if you do
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