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7 January 2011

To all Senior School parents

Dear Parents
A very Happy New Year to you all.

We have enjoyed a very good start to the spring term and wish all those preparing for
A Level modules in Year 13 next week the very best of luck, as well as for those pupils
preparing for trial IB and GCSE examinations in the coming weeks.

This term we welcome Mr Peter Hopkinson as the new Head of the Junior School, following
Mrs Foster's retirement after ten very happy years at the helm. We also welcome Mr Steve
Harris (OP), to teach Chemistry and as our new Surmaster. Parents and pupils in Year 11
attending the Sixth Form Subject Forum Evening on Monday, 6.30-8.30pm next week, will
have an early opportunity to meet our new Head of Sixth Form, Mr Nicholas Gallop, who
also joins the History and Politics department.

Mrs Nadine Alexander-Digby joins us to teach French part-time. We also welcome Mrs Julie
Luckett as a member of the nursing team in the Medical Centre and Reverend Martin
Whitell, the new minister of the John Pounds Memorial Unitarian Church, a lovely venue
we use regularly for House and Year group assemblies. The school enjoys great support
from its former pupils and this year we are pleased to welcome Mr John Bartle (OP) as the
newly-elected President of the Old Portmuthian Club.

Just before the Christmas period we were delighted to hear that the Glee Choir had been
selected for the finals of the Barnardo’s National School Choir Competition to be held in the
Barbican Centre on 7 February. The Chamber Choir will also be waiting to hear if they have
received an award for their role in the performance of Tansy Davies' new work for
Remembrance which has been nominated for the televised Sky South Bank Art Awards
ceremony on 25 January. We wish them and Mr Cleary the best of luck!
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Early congratulations are also due to Year 13 IB student George Graham, who has won a
competition organised by the Psychology Press at the British Psychological Society
Conference in London, and to the Senior Mathematics Team who won their regional heat
held at INTECH, coming first out of 25 teams and narrowly pipping Peter Symonds to the
post. They progress to the national final in London later this term.

I'would be reluctant to put any kind of dampener on such a bright start to 2011, but we have
also been reflecting in our beginning of term services on the importance of being able to
embrace those moments when things do not go quite as well as hoped, and the lessons we
can learn from the mistakes we all make from time to time. It has been a theme inspired by
an essay by former pupil Rear Admiral Ron Holley and his imaginative gift to the school of
the beautiful maplewood bassoon he learned to play relatively late in life. If you would like
to hear more you can listen to a podcast of my New Year address on the school website.

We are, as ever, grateful to parents for support in minimising requests for absence in term
time by ensuring that family holidays and attendance at events such as the Isle of Wight
Festival take place outside of normal school time.

Our term dates are published well in advance for this reason. The school will, however, be
observing the Royal Wedding due to take place on Friday 29 April as an extension to the
May Bank Holiday weekend. Normal teaching will otherwise take place from 26-28 April at
the beginning of the Easter term.

There is much to look forward to in the term ahead. All events are highlighted in our
weekly electronic newsletter, PGS Preview, circulated to parents by email, as well as on the
school website and in the Yellow Book. Ido hope that you will be able to join us for some of
the talks, concerts and other events taking place this term, and in the meantime wish you all
a very happy new year.

Yours sincerely
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