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that did not stop the children enjoying themselves. Although they 

had not looked forward to planting the willow in the rain, this  

became one of the funniest scenes of the week! They trudged 

through the boggy marshes, got stuck on the way, pulled  

themselves out, got stuck again and quite simply enjoyed the 

freedom of being outdoors. Another firm favourite with the  

children was their day trip to Charmouth and Lyme Regis. Luckily, 

the sun shone as they played games, made sand sculptures and 

enjoyed a picnic on the beach. A short coach journey along the 

coastline took them to The Heritage Centre in Lyme Regis, where 

they picked up tips on fossil hunting. Using this information, they 

searched with a fine toothcomb along the Jurassic coastline and 

were amazed at the fossils that they discovered. As well as their 

excellent behaviour and enthusiasm, the pupils proved themselves 

to be extremely talented, putting on a show for the teachers. 

This ranged from dancers to singers and beatboxers to  

comedians, with the winner of the show being Holly White as a 

northern Lady Gaga!  It was a great week on the farm, enjoyed by 

all of the pupils and staff who went along, due to the enthusiasm 

and sense of humour shown by all. The trip has now inspired us to 

think about or own sustainable sources and we are planning to set 

up out own version of The Magdalen Project at school in the near 

future, so watch this space.  

 

While Year Five pupils were enjoying farm life in Somerset, 46 

Year Four pupils and 4 staff members travelled to Llywn Filly in 

the Brecon Beacons to attend a PGL adventure week. Pupils took 

part in a wide variety of activities designed to build self  

confidence and group work skills. Activities involved canoeing, 

kayaking, climbing, quad biking, zip line, archery, rifle shooting and 

trapeze. Evening entertainment included a quiz and disco.  

Although the weather battled against them constantly changing 

from a brisk breeze to a snow storm to torrential rain, against all 

odds the pupils carried on and completed all challenges and  

activities set. Some of the defining moments were when children 

had said they were worried about activities and staying away from 

home but by the end of the week they were sad to leave Llywn 

Filly because it had been such fun. One pupils had said he was 

scared of canoeing as he had never done it before but by the end 

of the session he had decided he wanted to become a canoe  

instructor at PGL when he was older!  

 

The Year Three trip to York was also a great success. On the 

first day of the holidays 37 children accompanied by Mrs Sayers,  

 

Ctd/...  

Dear Parents,  

 

We may have only experienced one week of the 

new term so far but it has been very eventful 

nevertheless and I have much news to share with 

you! 

 

Firstly, we have been most fortunate in not having too many  

members of staff stranded abroad; the only teachers affected 

were Mr and Mrs Sheldrick, Mrs Minall and Mrs Pereira. After a 

rather challenging and creative overland trek the Sheldricks were 

back in action at school on Wednesday, Mrs Minall is expected 

back in England today and Mrs Pereira should, following an  

intricate journey of trains, coaches, ferries and buses be back 

with us, albeit exhausted, on Monday. Our regular supply teacher, 

Mrs Summerskill, has been doing stirling work covering for Mrs 

Minall thus enabling a normal teaching experience to take place. 

The forces of nature have now had a major impact on the start of 

both terms this year so far and we are all wondering what could 

be in store for us at the start of next term!  

 

Before I regale you with the events of the week I would like to 

share our holiday news, as over the holiday period many pupils and 

members of staff were happily engaged in a wide range of  

different activities. Pupils from Years Five, Four and Three  

attended residential trips in Somerset, Wales and Yorkshire  

respectively and Mr and Mrs Ingamells travelled 500 miles on a 

tandem to raise money for charity.  

 

On the first week of the Easter holidays, the Year Five pupils 

were very lucky to embark upon an exciting adventure to The 

Magdalen project in Somerset. After a good journey, they arrived 

deep in the countryside, to be greeted by Faye, their energetic 

group leader, who showed them into the barnhouse that would 

become their home. With the housekeeping done and many  

hilarious bed making moments, they donned their wellies and  

waterproofs and explored the grounds, meeting and greeting the 

staff and animals along the way. Running from pillar to post in 

search of clues, they knew that it was going to be a great week, 

as they would become Natural Survivors . At the heart of the 

farm was the message of using sustainable sources and during the 

week they became young farmers in training, undertaking a range 

of daily tasks. They dug plants such as rocket from the ground, 

made pizza in a clay oven and ate marshmallows and drank hot 

chocolate around the campfire. The chicken feeding was very pop-

ular  and each gr oup was given t he chance t o t r y out  t he  

egganator  in order to size the eggs, which would be used in the 

farmõs kitchen. For most of the week, the weather was wet, but  



myself and a team of very willing and hale parents, made their way 

north via Warwick Castle, where they watched a birds of prey 

show and walked the incredible grounds. On the Tuesday, a  

re -enactment was in store; the children were Tudor Catholics 

hiding from the protestant monarch in Clarke Hall, where they 

had to work in return for being kept in safety. Whether preparing 

food, constructing beds or putting on the entertainment for the  

evening, the children were busy all day! A fun -filled visit to  

Waterworld followed, and a cruise around the lazy river was just 

what had been called for! Wednesday was a day spent in York 

exploring three different museums. The children learnt about 

Archaeology at the DIG centre, gained a good understanding of 

British History in the Castle Museums and saw some of our most 

famous locomotives at the National Railway Museum. The weather 

even held up long enough for us to enjoy lunch on a River Cruise! 

Thursday was a day spent learning about the wildlife of the North 

York Moors, where experiencing the landscape first hand through 

a two mile walk was just fantastic and once again the sun shone. 

On our way home on Friday the group stopped off at Stoke  

Bruerne Canal, where a short boat trip and a visit to the museum 

was an informative way to break the journey. A coach full of tired 

but happy faces turned onto the High Street that evening to be 

greeted by the awaiting parents. It was my sixteenth York Trip, 

and sadly my last but it proved to be a very special one in so many 

ways; the laughter and fun generated by the attending parents, 

the tremendous appetite the children had for knowledge and the 

camaraderie shared with a very special former pupil of mine: Mrs 

Sayers! My grateful thanks go to those members of staff who so 

willingly gave of their holiday time to take part in the residential 

trips: Mrs Townsend, Mrs Giles, Mr Evans, Miss Charter, Mrs  

Evans, Mrs Shoebridge, Miss Watkins and Mrs Sayers. I would 

also like to thank those parents who gave such wonderful support 

on the York Trip: Mr and Mrs Tinson, Mr Stokely, Mrs McClure, 

Mrs Glover, Mrs Sharp and Ms Steggall.  

 

Mr and Mrs Ingamells decided that taking on a cycling challenge 

was a good way to spend their time during the holiday! Cycling 500 

miles on a tandem may not seem the obvious way to celebrate 25 

years of marriage but the Ingamells wanted to do something a 

little out of the ordinary to raise money for Musequality! They 

decided to visit Ingoldmells in Lincolnshire to see where the first 

member of the Ingamells family lived in the thirteenth century, 

and at first planned only to cycle there and get the train homeé 

but unfortunately tandems are no longer accepted on trains so 

they had to get back under their own steam as well. They were 

very lucky with the weather ñit only rained on one day ñand  

managed at least 60 miles a day. There was, however, a price to 

pay, as they discovered on the third dayé they knew exactly 

where their seat bones were located and would continue to feel 

them rather too much for the remaining 5 days of the ride. Along 

the way they learned several other things:  

1. You can never pack too many Mars Bars  

2. Car wash sponges provide useful extra padding when 

stuffed down trousers  

3. Lots of cabbage is grown in Lincolnshire (and it smells  

awful!)  

4. Ingoldmells really is full of caravans...and chip shopsé and 

fun fairs. They are glad their ancestors left there!  

 

On Monday, over 210 primary school teachers, Directors of 

Study, Deputy Head teachers and Head teachers, from both the 

independent and state sectors, attended the inaugural  

Portsmouth Grammar Junior School Education conference. The 

conference was titled ôGreat Expectationsõ and featured the  

primary curriculum with a particular focus on English and literacy. 

The group was addressed by government adviser in primary  

education, Sir Jim Rose, who spoke about his review of the new 

primary curriculum; currently due to be launched in September  

2011. Sir Jim spoke of the importance of good quality primary 

education and placed a great importance on the Reception Year. 

He detailed the recommendation he has made to the government 

within the report. Delegates went on to take part in three  

workshops; Pauline Stewart offered practical ways in which to 

engage children with poetry through rhythm and rhyme; Ian Beck 

shared his love of picture books and explained how his Tom  

Truehart trilogy was inspired by a drawing he illustrated whilst 

working on another project; and Chris Powling demonstrated the 

need to develop childrenõs speaking and listening skills in order to 

develop their reading ability and eventually improving their writing 

talents. The event concluded with a final keynote speech from 

Chris Powling who explained how to go ôBeyond Bog-Standard  

Literacy!õ Chris highlighted the need to instil a love of reading in 

children and the importance of ôreal booksõ in this process. The 

day was enjoyed by all who attended and was of enormous benefit 

to PGS staff and external delegates alike.  

 

We were pleased to see so many parents and other family  

members in the congregation at our start of term Cathedral  

service on Wednesday when the theme was ômaking the most of 

todayõ. Pupils from Reception, Year One and Year Two recited a 

poem from memory that told us to make the most of our time. 

Pupils from Years Five and Six performed a short play written by 

Head Girl, Georgia Henderson, entitled ôMore than Saltõ that had 

the message of valuing those we love. Pupils in Years Three and 

Four offered prayers they had written on the theme of  

making the most of life, not wasting opportunities. Canon David 

Isaac gave the address during which he said how important it was 

not to wish our lives away. With all this good advice on board we 

have all vowed not to waste a moment of this new term!  

 

I have saved the best news of the Newsletter to last, namely that 

our U11A football team are Portsmouth schools champions. On 

Wednesday evening they played in the finals of the Portsmouth 

Schools 11-a-side Knock-Out Cup and, following a hard fought 

match that involved extra time, a penalty shoot out and then 

ôsudden deathõ penalty taking they were the richly deserved  

champions. Our hearty congratulations go to Mr Faulconbridge and 

his team of: Sam Caldera, Jake Ellard, Max Greenfield, James 

Harper, Marcus Horton, James Northey, Luke Robins, Jack  

Shahran, Joe Stirrup, Joshua Titley, Harry Tyacke and James 

Woodward.  A splendid report, written by team captain, Jack, 

follows in this Newsletter.  

 

In closing I would like to wish the U11A boysõ hockey team and the 

U11A girlsõ hockey team the best of luck at the weekend in the 

South of England schoolsõ hockey tournament; they qualified for 

this by winning the Hampshire schoolsõ tournament at the end of 

last term. I would also like to wish Mr Ainsworth a very successful 

run on Sunday in the London Marathon ñkeep going Mr A, weõll all 

be thinking of you!  

 

And I wish all of you a very happy, if not so energetic weekend 

and please note there are no Hilsea practices this Saturday as 

staff will be having an INSET session on coaching and umpiring 

cricket and rounders.  

 

Philippa Foster  



INFORMATION AND DATES  

FOR YOUR DIARY  
 
YEAR 5 AND 6 SAILING  

Unfortunately, we are not able to offer a sailing club directly through 

the school club system this summer term. However The Portsmouth 

Outdoor Centre are able to provide a two hour session each week 

from 4 -6pm on Thursday afternoons for an Year 5 and 6 children 

from PGJS who would like to improve their sailing skills. In order to 

find out more details and book in, please ring this number ñthey are 

expecting your call! 023 9266 3873. (Cost is approximately £18.80 

incl. of VAT for each session).  

 

YEAR 3 AND 4 HOCKEY CLUB  

Mr Herbert is continuing his Year 3 and 4 hockey club on a Monday 

morning at 7.30am until half term in the summer term.  

 

YEAR 3 AND 4 CHOIR CLUB  

There will be no choir club on Monday 26th April due to KS2 Parentsõ 

Evening or on Monday 6th June due to sailing.  

 

SUMMER FETE -  CALLING ALL BUSINESSES  

 This years summer fete is fast approaching and  once again we are 

hoping to make this years event even better than 2009.   Commercial 
Stalls : If you have a business and  would be interested in having a stall 

to display and sell your products at the summer fete which will be 

held on Sunday 27th June  OR Advertising Space : You would be  

interested in advertising your companies products or services, we are 

offering advertising space at a fantastic price in the colour fete  

program. Any company or business that would be interested in placing 

an advert in the fete program or having a stall at the event  please 

contact Sarah Joy either via e -mail : - seggie_sarah@yahoo.co.uk or 

by telephone on 07940419757 for more information.       

 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Photographs from a number of Junior School events can be found at 

http://rossyoung.co.uk/pgs2010/  

 

LADIESõ NETBALL  

To all those ladies who have played netball in the past and would like 

to join some like -minded ladies to rekindle those memories from years 

ago when we were all faster, fitter, more flexible, etc, etc.   You know 

what we mean. We would like to create a list of those of you  

interested in joining us.    Once we have an idea of numbers we can 

discuss all the practicalities and how to take this further.    Our short

-term goal is to meet once a week over the summer term with a coach 

who we already have on board.   We want this to be a fun, social expe-

rience that appeals to both existing and  new mums/guardians wishing 

to make friends with others at  PGS. If you would like to join us please 

contact either Nicky ( nicola.baker5@googlemail.com) or Dawn 

(dawndewilde@hotmail.com): We very much  look forward to hearing 

from you.  

 

SCHOOL MEDICAL  

All pupils in Reception classes will have a medical with the School  

Doctor this term. Letters will be sent via the external post informing 

you of the date and time.  

 

PGL TRIP LOST PROPERTY 

Can any pupilsõ clothes or belongings that were accidentally taken by 

others on the PGL trip please be returned to Miss Charter. If any 

items are named can they please be returned to the relevant child.  

BADGES 

 

 
CO- CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  

Speech and Drama with Mrs Hague does not commence until the week 

beginning Tuesday 4th May. Mrs Hagueõs Drama Club on a Wednesday 

night for Years 3 and 4 will not begin until the 5th May. All other 

staff run clubs will begin from Monday 26th April.  

 

 

 

 

 
MENU WEEK 2  

GREEN BADGE 

 
Congratulations to Jack Pearce  

for gaining his Green Badge.  

BLUE BADGE 

 
Congratulations to Eleanor Wilson  

for gaining her Blue Badge.  

LONDON MARATHON ñSunday 25th April  
Roland Ainsworth is running the London Marathon on 25th April  this 

year. He is running for Sentebale (which is Prince Harry's charity) 

and would be very grateful if anybody would like to sponsor him - 

every little helps and may make some of the pain worthwhile! You can  

sponsor him at http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/RolandAinsworth   

(don't forget gift aid) or you can see Mrs Bull or Mrs Kaznowski in 

the Junior School office.  

 

PUPILSõ ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

Congratulations to Cameron Clarke (3J) who won a 9 &  

Under  Junior Open tennis tournament in Wiltshire during the  

Easter holidays.  
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