Dear Parents,

Today brings to an end a truly memorable
school year, a year filled with many special
land memorable events and achievements. It
has, without a doubt, been a significantly
successful year in so many ways: We have
experienced unprecedented sporting success becoming South

of England champions for U1l1l
for ulil netball, Portsmouth
l-a-si de football and

mixed hockey in both A and B divisions of the league. In
addition to these supreme
team were finalists in the South of England hockey
tournament and the U1l girlsbd
place in a national competition. There have also been
significant sporting successes in cricket and rugby at regional
level; the U11 cricketers narrowly missing out on winning the
Hampshire Schools cup which, if won, would have taken them

to the national finals at Lords cricket ground, and the U1l
rugby squad achieving notable victory in rugby sevens
tournaments. Significant success has also been achieved at
U10 and U9 level where many tournaments have been won in
each of the sports. Without doubt, such sporting successes
represent an outstanding achievement for Junior School sport

and hearty congratulations deserve to go to all the many team
players and their coaches. Six of our Year Six girls deserve
special mention as they were in all three of the teams (netball,
hockey and rounders) that have achieved so well at national
level: Alice Cheshire, Dominique Warren, Holly Baker,
Meg Dennis, Georgie McTear and Caitlin Hoddle.

It has also been a very successful year for academic
achievement with very pleasing SATSs results in Year Two and
Year Six, excellent performances in the 11+ Senior School
entrance assessment (with 6 pupils being awarded
scholarships, 5 receiving exhibitions and 2 gaining all -rounder
awards) and very pleasing performances in the end of year
assessments in all other year groups. The national
standardised assessment results indicate a significant rise in
attainment in reading, writing, maths and science. We are
particularly pleased and impressed with the rise in reading
standards which indicate that our introduction two years ago
of ERIC (everyone reading in class time) across the whole
school has borne fruit.

A particular focus this year has been ensuringrthat our gifted

he High Street, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO1 2LN

THE PORTSMOUTH
GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Summer Newsletter 12 7 16 July 2010

and talented pupils are supported well and special provision
for extending and enriching their learning has been provided
in science, maths and English across Key Stage Two thus
ensuring no child, whatever their ability, underachieves or
fails to reach their potential.
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S cwhtlp outstar@ding c acheewemeénts nis  thef Bartsmouth IMusic
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speech and drama section. Music concerts and productions in

ac hi e wveachmgeartgoyp fronh Receptiory ts FearSix havé enabled &

multitude of talented pupils to showcase quite extraordinary
talents nwdtte a plethora afrmoutsgaading sitgerst musiciahs,
dancers and dramatists. Each year the standard seems to rise;
is there no limit to their capability? Certainly the Year Six
production of Treasure Island at the New Theatre Royal last
week was stunning, with every Year Six pupil demonstrating
considerable talent with very evident enjoyment.

Classes have experienced numerous visits and special events
to enhance their learning ranging from history workshops to
theatre visits, music master classes to Guildhall concerts,
book weeks to Caribbean carnivals which have created a truly
fun and purposeful way of learning. Last Monday was no
exception when each of the year groups experienced
different activities that not only served to broaden
experiences but also provided a special treat as a reward to
the children for all their hard work this year.

The Reception children spent a fantastic day at Finkley Down
Farm. They were all excited to participate in a variety of
activities such as pony grooming, holding the chicks and
rabbits and stroking the goats and horses. The children met a
range of farmyard animals, including some rather lively
peacocks, and also enjoyed 'milking a cow' and 'driving their
own tractor'! The staff also thoroughly enjoyed the day and
would like to say a big thank you to all the parents who helped
to make the trip a success.

Year One had a wonderful time at Longdown Dairy Farm near
the New Forest. Both the adults and the children enjoyed a
schedule of fun activities throughout the day, that included
cuddling the baby rabbits and chicks, bottle -feeding kid goats
and feeding pellets to the hungry chickens and pigs. Amongst
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the friendly farm animals was Billy the Shire horse d the
gentl e giant who enjoyed
hands! A highlight of the day was the bumpy ride around the
field in a tractor! After eating their picnic lunches, the

children were able to use up their excess energy in the
outdoor playground before heading back to school after a

brilliant day.

Year Two had a great day at the Otter and Owl Sanctuary in
the New Forest. There were lots of animals to admire
including wolves and ferrets and a highlight was stroking the
friendly deer and watching
clothest The centreds name comes f
otters: very noisy little  Asian otters that could be heard
squeaking across the centre and the much larger North Amer-
ican and British River Otters which greeted the children by
popping up onto their back legs. Also there were numerous
species of owls to look at from the beautiful snowy owl sitting

on a nest, to the large spectacled owls which reminded the
children of penguins. Being so close to the animals and
surrounded by natural forest was a lovely experience which
the children enjoyed immensely.

Year Three had a thoroughly exciting day at Paulton's Park.
Though the early morning rain made the day a little damp to
start with, it certainly did not deter them! On arrival the
children gathered into muster groups and much discussion was
had to develop a plan of action for the day, but most people
headed for the biggest and most exhilarating rides, The Cobra
and The Edge. The Cobra is a huge rollercoaster which flies at
high speed, whilst the Edge circles continually as it makes its
way up and down over a huge, long snaking track rising high
above the park at either end. Water was then the order of

the day, whether on the Raging River, the Wave Runner or in
the Water Kingdom, there was much excited splashing to be
had! A quick trip on the sky swinger was quite handy after
this, as the rush of wind helped to dry  everyone off. They
picnicked in the sunshine before continuing around the park to
ensure as many of the attractions as possible had been
experienced before, all too quickly, they had to make their
way back to the coach. There were lots of tired but happy
faces to be seen on the return journey.

Year Four had an amazing day at Moors Valley Country Park.
Once split into groups children and adults alike  were able to
scramble, travel, climb, balance, squeeze through, jump, and
swing through obstacles and the forest. Pupils loved whizzing
down the zip wire, and whooshing down a variety of slides in
the play area. Along the woodland trail pupils climbed a giant
ants nest, made their way through tunnels and towers,
slithered through two giant snakes in the snake pit and
clambered through a giant spiders web. Pupils teetered and
pranced across the crocodile crossing and navigated their way
through a wooden maze. Pupils were very respectful when
going along the tree Top Trail and were able to see bat boxes
and the variation in managed and natural woodlands, and the
effect it has on the soils. The pupils were very well behaved
and helped each other out each step of the way.

Year Five experienced an action packed day at Robin Hill
Countryside Adventure Park.
better weather for them to trail through the maze and
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scramble over the Tree Top trail, before taking a ride on the
ITi me Machine. The pupilsé
day was enjoyed hugely by both pupils and staff.

Year 6 whizzed off to Marwell, where all the children
completed a high wire challenge in the trees, bombed around a
quad bike course, tackled an assault course, including a tunnel
underground in complete darkness, and then aimed carefully at
a target for archery. The day was a total success with
beaming faces everywhere you turned. Children overcame
their fears and learnt new skills. The staff were very pleased
with the team work in every group and the children guided and
helped each other complete all the different activities.

While pupils from all the different year groups were enjoying
the activity day members of the Junior School Brass Band
were busily occupied in Paris where they visited Disneyland.
The band passed the audition to play at Disneyland in
February, and were asked to take part in one of the Disney
Magic Music Days. It was a great experience for such a young
band to take part in, all the other bands were from Senior
Schools. They performed on the Fantasy Land Stage at
midday on Sunday to a large appreciative audience. The pupils
then had the rest of the day to take the teachers on the fast
and slow rides; mostly fast! Fears were conquered for some
going on rides they had been too scared to go on before. They
left Disneyland at about 2330 after they had seen the illumi-
nated parade, and fireworks over the Disney Fairy Castle. On
Monday they were up early as they were booked to go up the
Eiffel Tower, which everyone did, then they had lunch as they
cruised along the River Seine looking at all the sights in Paris.
They left Paris at about 1500 to travel back to Portsmouth, all
very tired but having had a great time, and an experience they
will remember for a long time.

This week we held two special prizegiving ceremonies during
which we were able to celebrate many of the very special
achievements and successes experienced by our pupils over
the past year. The first of the two prizegivings celebrated
the many sporting successes. Former Junior School pupil, and
outstanding sports woman, Jenny Tilbury, was our guest of
honour presenting all the many trophies and shields. Jenny
proved an ideal role model, explaining how her experience of
sport in the Junior School had set her on the road to success.
Her biggest dilemma was choosing which sport to specialise in.
The second prizegiving celebrated the numerous academic and
co-curricular achievements of the year and we were delighted
to have the well known actor and comedian, Hugh Dennis, to
present the prizes and deliver an extremely humorous and
inspirational speech that was greatly appreciated by parents,
pupils and staff alike. With such a talented guest and so much
to celebrate the prizegiving proved to be a very special
occasion indeed.

And so to conclude this final Newsletter of this truly amazing
year by saying a huge thank you to everyone; staff, pupils and
parents for contributing in making it such a happy and
successful year. | wish a fond farewell to all leaving pupils and
their parents wishing them all every happiness in the future. |
also wish everyone a very happy summer holiday and look

T h ¢forward to seeing you in September.

Philippa Foster
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INFORMATION AND DATES i PUPI LSG6 ACHI EVEME?}NTi
FOR YOUR DIARY X ¥

i Congratulations to Charlotte Amenta - Lynch (5J) for i

PHOTOGRAPHS FROM JUNIOR SCHOOL PRIZE GIVING ¥ gaining her ASA 100 mile swimming award, Gold challenge  +

If you would like to order a photograph from Prize giving, i and Silver Timed awards. i

please use the following link to view the images and place i _ _ N i

your order: http://www.peterlangdown.co.uk/pages/ % Congratulations to  Mia Glover (3G) for gaining her ASA *

clientarea.html, then type pgs14 into login box. i 400m distance award. ol
e Hr

SCHOOL CALENDARS i Congratulations to Harry Hellyer  (2Y) who has achieved i

School calendars are now on sale in the Junior School # is beginners archery award x

Office for only £7.00! The calendars run from September Fo Fr Fr A A A Fr Fr A e A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

2010 to August 2011 and contain most Red Book dates and

all holidays, INSET days etc. BADGES

BABYSITTING GOLD BADGE

Sammy, aged 16, a student, is available for babysitting

evenings, weekends and during school holidays. Sammy Congratulations to  Raunak Mukherjee, Rebecca Pascoe ,

enjoys the company of children and hopes to become a Luke Robins and Lauren McClure

junior school teacher after University. If interested for gaining their Gold Badge.

please contact Sammy at Samantha.gingellL1@pgs.org.uk.

PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographs from a number of Junior School events
including class and sports teams can be found at http://
rossyoung.co.uk/pgs2010/.

Congratulations to Robert Quinn and Samara Materna

NANNY AVAILABLE

Nanny with 20 years experience available from August
2010. Mature, reliable, honest and fun loving. Many years
experience with teens, toddlers, tantrums and tears! Lots
of outdoor fun and rainy day indoor play. Toddler groups,
parks and more. References available. If you need a
modern day Mary Poppins then please contact Katrina at:

Congratulations to Rebecca Pascoe, George Wilcockson
and Shree Patel for gaining their Red Badge.

babycare47@yahoo.co.uk or 07533 228647. Congratulations to Alex Gibson, Sienna Bentley, Bella
Barrington - Clark, Jude Hyatt, George Whelan,
CORNET FOR SALE i £275 Oliver Taylor, Charlotte Ross, Emma Watkins, Jozef

Yamaha Cornet YCR2330. Excellent condition fi good as new.
Please email lisabrown@lisabrown.plus.com or telephone
07966 152626 for more information.

CELLOS FOR SALE g

HOUSE POETRY RECITAL

One 1/2 size and one 3/4 size. Both in good condition. The final of this competition took place last
Please telephone 01489 878562 or email iz- week and the standard of finalists was €=§
zy_bustin@hotmail.com for more information. extremely high. Pupils had chosen their own

poem to recite, by heart and these were
LADI ES8 NETBALL performed in the open air to Mr Evans and Mrs Albuery.
After a successful ten weeks of training and games we
would like to continue with ladies netball next term. Any After a lot of deliberation, Daniel Hill was declared the

winner in Years 3 and 4 and Hennie Clare was runner up. In
Years 5 and 6 runner up was Ben Brooks and overall winner was
Philip Macanovic. All finalists should be commended for their
efforts and should be encouraged to continue using their fan-
tastic speaking skills in the future.

ladies wishing to play netball the main emphasis being on
having fun please contact Nicky Baker for more details at
nicola.baker5@googlemail.com

J.Albuery
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HEADTEACHEROS AWARDS

The foll owing Head Teachero6s Awards were awarded:

Sean Hill for working extremely well in English,  Ben Priory for outstanding creative writing, = Henry Wood for a fantastic piece
of creative writing,  Mia Austin and Eleanor Wilson for outstanding sportsmanship fi playing for the opposition, Helen Jackson
for an excellent performance to new par entBEnmaWatkindh éor wérking wéllanr ae
group dance, Eliza Sharp for an outstanding Independent Learning Project, George Wilcockson for perfect spelling test
results all year, Ethan Hards for an excellent Independent Learning Project, Isabel Boden, Joseph McAuley, Edward Mitch-

ell, Henry Percival and Cicely Podmore for making excellent progress in French this year, Louie Duncan for a much
improved attitude in French resulting in excellent progress this year, Holly Baker, Michaela Clancy, Joseph Allen and Joe
Stirrup  for excellent work in French this year, Thomas Miller and Rebecca Alcaraz for excellent progress in French this
year, Lillie Simons, Lotte Hayward and Grace Goodfellow for Science A Edward Jenner homework, Giselle Barfoot, Meha
Patel, Ava Hooper, Tom Shahran and Noah Stocker for their fantastic Independent Learning Projects, William Hartridge
and Kirav Behari for their fantastic Independent Learning Project presentations, Naeve Molho for Religious Studies fi a
message to the world.

ROLL OF HONOUR KS2

The following pupils signed the Honours Book this week:

English: Shree Patel, Edward Moger, Alistair Wilson, Adam Stokely, James Crundwell, Jack Pearce, Oliver Wisbey, Emma
Holmes, Rufus Hornsey, Nadine Hugecova, Georgina Lewis, Sebastian Ansell Virco, George Wilcockson

English Homework: Henry Doyle

Maths: Victoria Toh (x2), Alice Leonard (x2), Sabrina Leung (x2), Henry Percival (x2), Zackary Toh, Toby Wingham, Robert
Mitchell, Oliver Wisbey, William Doyle, Robert Quinn, Rufus Hornsey, Nadine Hugecova, Nikhila Behari, Eleanor Wilson, Sujata
Dutta, Alexandre Sautreau, Joseph Hunter, Thomas Atkinson

Science: Alexander Dassow (x2), Lauren McClure (x2), Shree Patel, Robert Quinn
RS: Zackary Toh (x2), Ray Leach (x2), Clemmie Gumm, Henry Wood, Florence Bishop, George Wilcockson, Grace Rafferty,
Alexander Dassow, Iman Alayyan

Geography: Alexandre Sautreau

History : Patrick Caldwell

Spelling: Serena Graham, Edward Lovatt, Nikhila Behari, Abigail Brader, George Wilcockson, William Doyle

Reading: Thomas Matthews (x2), Emily Pereira

Independent Learning Project: Sabrina Leung, Edward Donnelly

Poem Presentation: Joseph Hunter

Games: Reuben Hogg

Athletics: Iman Alayyan, Haraman Badial

Dance: Raveena Laly (x2), Alice Leonard

Dancing with Alex Pascall:  Lillie Simons, Jasmine Nash

KS1 HONOURS

The following pupils signed the Honours Book this week

Lily Gibbs (x3), Isabella Devereux, Lucinda Hawdon, Judith Jellicoe, Harry Loveridge, Mei -Ling Reader, Jason Shiu, Miles Webb,
Christopher Yang, Lucy Albuery, Omar Chowdhury, Rebecca Cleary, Ethan Hards, Samuel Head, Louie Howe -Walsh, Milla
Macanovic, Hannah Millerchip, William Moore, Maddy Oliver, Amir Choudhury, Joshua Chipper, Hannah Rayner, Kian Souhani,
Grace Taylor, Jessica Werfalli, Benjamin Nash, Giordano Avondo, Sophie Matheson, Tess Matheson, Miles Toh, Frederick
Ansell-Virco, Giselle Barfoot, Tamara Crocker, William Hartridge, Adam Heyes, George Hodell, Ava Hooper, Alex Ly, Asef Mahir,

Isaac Platts, Tom Shahran, Noah Stocker, Anna Caldwell, Ethne Leaver, Emily Nelson, Emily Parekh, Henry Simmons, Priya Badial ,
Grace Beardsley, Grace Loveridge, Danny Atherton, Jaden McCoy, Jem Porter
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A SPORT

i SATURDAY SPORT

NO HILSEA GAMES UNTIL
SATURDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER NO FIXTURES

WEEKDAY SPORT

POLITE NOTICE
There are occasions when weekday games sessions have fto be cancelled even
when the weather would appear to be fine. We strongly recommend that you
make it a weekly habit to telephone the games line number on Wednesdays and N O F I XT U R E S
Thursdays. The date is always stated on these occasions to ensure that there
can be no misunderstanding. It would be appreciated if you could avoid ringing
the Junior School Office for this information to leave the office free to deal
with other communications.

ANSWERPHONE SYSTEM

In the event of uncertainty due to inclement weather please check above sports arrangements using the answerphone
system. Please phone the School on Saturday morning from 8.00 a.m. On weekday games days please phone from 1.30 p.m.
number to ring is 02392 364266. In EMERGENCIES ONLY please ring the following number: 07738 958314

The

YEAR 4 VISIT TO
MOORS VALLEY

YEAR 1 VISIT TO LONGDOWN DAIRY
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