THE PORTSMOUTH
GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Dear Parents,

At our recent education conference, a statement
was made about the importance of the Reception
‘Year and how the quality of the experience the

children receive at this time will have a
fundamental and lasting influence on their
subsequent education and the progress they make; the better the
experience the greater the likelihood that the children will be
successful and achieve their potential. We believe so strongly that
this is the case, and therefore it was very good to have this stated so
clearly and so publicly; a strong and secure foundation provides the
perfect base on which to build. The Early Years Foundation Stage
curriculum, on which the Reception Year experience is based, makes a
strong recommendation that all six areas of learning should be
accessed out of doors as well as indoors, | have been delighted
therefore to see the children enjoying the recently created outdoor
facilities this week of the giant sandpit and the planting areas. As the
children are exploring life cycles of mini beasts and plants for their
topic this term they have been busy investigating the soil and
searching for bugs, they have also been preparing the soil for planting
a selection of vegetables and sun flower seeds. Such activities will
promote a wealth of cross curricular learning, involving skills in
numeracy, literacy and science, stimulating creativity and physical
development along the way. It will also, undoubtedly, generate a great
amount of excitement and begin to develop an understanding of
sustainability. | look forward to seeing the fruits (and vegetables!) of
their labours as the seeds begin to grow.

On Monday all children in Years Three and Four took part in a half
hour skipping workshop. They learnt different skipping techniques and
games, which have now been carried over to the playground at
playtime. Such has been the
now seems to be sweeping through Years Three and Four. It is
wonderful to see both boys and girls enjoying such a healthy activity.

While Year Three and Year Four were busy skipping, Year Five had a
very interesting and valuable day when Gary and Dave from the
Hampshire Fire Service visited us. After an introduction on how to
keep safe in our homes and when out and about, Forms each spent half
an hour outside on the playground
room & in a very large, red fire engine & and another 30 minutes in the
classroom exploring the important issues of safety on the roads.
Surprisingly, 80% of the callouts the Fire Service receive are not for

fires, but for car accidents. This is due to the better use of smoke
detectors 0 check yours now! & and the fact that our roads are so
much busier than they ever have been. Rather disturbing for us adults
was the number of children who raised their hands when the question
was asked, OHow many of you do
bike?6 A few gruesome stories may,
cyclists to think twice about biking without protection from now on!
Similarly teachers were taken
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click every tripo6 as we were taught
miles an hour, a five stone child takes on the weight of a small
elephant & imagine that unrestrained in your back seat! Alex Dassow
reminded us that a simple box of tissues becomes the force of a brick

at the same speed; amazing facts to make us all think. Out in the
playground the children were encouraged to find dangers in a room
which had been set up inside the wagon. Dragging cables, dangerous
matches and medicines were spotted and we were impressed by the
observational skills of our pupils. They were taught what to do if they
received a burn and how to help others in danger. Finally, we all walked
through to a burnt -out room which was really quite shocking. An
enjoyable, but essentially an extremely educational experience for
everyone concerned. Keep Safe!

The termly meeting of the Junior School Association (JSA) took place

on Wednesday evening and proved to be a very successful meeting

indeed. There is no doubt at all that the JSA is a most active,
enthusiastic and supportive organisation whose efforts are greatly

valued by the whole school community. This term alone members of

the JSA will be busy supporting the visit of Alex Pascall (bringing a

unique approach to music and literature as well as promoting an
understanding of Cari bbean cul ture
Anniversary Birthday Party, the Year
Summer Féte, a second hand uniform sale and holding a race night in
support of the Lord Professor Robert
Wo mend. I'n addition to these splendi
are to take place next term have also been planned: a barn dance,
(designed in part to welcome new parents at the beginning of the

term) a murder mystery evening and a winter ball on HMS Warrior f

all very exciting occasions to look forward to.
the workshop, a
As you may have noticed, | am absolutely thrilled by and proud of my
pupilsd sporting successes most
while in their ultimate year of the school, as such success crowns
their efforts so magnificently. Not only have | had cause to be
particularly proud of the netball girls becoming national champions and
the footballers becoming champions of Portsmouth Schools but
following the success of the U11 hockey players at the weekend | am
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Championdi a truly fantastic achievement. My congratulations go to:
Caitlin Hoddle, Georgie McTear, Alice Cheshire, Holly Baker, Katerina
Sillett, Meg Dennis, Georgia Henderson, Dominique Warren and Lana
Watt. | am also most grateful to Mrs Dossett, Mr Rutherford, Mrs
Evans and Mrs Crossley for teaching and coaching the girls so
effectively.
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hopefully, have encouraged those
who still do not o0Clunk,
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INFORMATION AND DATES
FOR YOUR DIARY
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jii Y6 SATS

. Year 6 will be sitting their SATs at the times listed below. It

Ny would be appreciated if parents could avoid making any medical
. appointments at these times. If a pupil misses a paper it cannot
be re -taken and they will not be awarded a final level.

e

Monday 10th May
Tuesday 11th May

1.30-2.30 Reading

9.50-10.50 Short writing & spelling
11.30-12.30 Long writing
8.30-8.50 Maths mental
9.55-10.55 Maths A

Thursday 13th May 8.55-9.55 Maths B
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YEAR 5 AND 6 SAILING

Unfortunately, we are not able to offer a sailing club directly through

the school club system this summer term. However The Portsmouth
Outdoor Centre are able to provide a two hour session each week
from 4 -6pm on Thursday afternoons for an Year 5 and 6 children
from PGJS who would like to improve their sailing skills. In order to
find out more details and book in, please ring this number fi they are
expecting your call'! 023 9266 3873. (Cost is approximately £18.80
incl. of VAT for each session).

SUMMER FETE - CALLING ALL BUSINESSES

This years summer fete is fast approaching and once again we are
hoping to make this years event even better than 2009. Commercial
Stalls : If you have a business and would be interested in having a stall
to display and sell your products at the summer fete which will be
held on Sunday 27th June OR Advertising Space : You would be
interested in advertising your companies products or services, we are
offering advertising space at a fantastic price in the colour fete
program. Any company or business that would be interested in placing
an advert in the fete program or having a stall at the event please
contact Sarah Joy either via e -mail : - seqgie sarah@yahoo.co.uk or
by telephone on 07940419757 for more information.

PHOTOGRAPHS
Photographs from a number of Junior School events can be found at
http://rossyoung.co.uk/pgs2010/

LADI ES8 NETBALL

To all those ladies who have played netball in the past and would like
to join some like -minded ladies to rekindle those memories from years
ago when we were all faster, fitter, more flexible, etc, etc. You know
what we mean. We would like to create a list of those of you
interested in joining us. Once we have an idea of numbers we can
discuss all the practicalities and how to take this further. Our short
-term goal is to meet once a week over the summer term with a coach
who we already have on board. We want this to be a fun, social expe-
rience that appeals to both existing and  new mums/guardians wishing
to make friends with others at  PGS. If you would like to join us please
contact either Nicky ( nicola.bakers@googlemail.com) or Dawn
(dawndewilde@hotmail.com): We very much look forward to hearing
from you.

SCHOOL MEDICAL

All pupils in Reception classes will have a medical with the School
Doctor this term. Letters will be sent via the external post informing
you of the date and time.

Junior News
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¥ A double congratulations to Tom Phillips (4P), Freddie Hares
X (4S), Jack Norton (4J) and Tom Coyle (4P) who were runners up
#%in the rugby team ofU96s in th

were also cup final winners in the Havant Festival.

%

Congratulations to Ryan (20) and Adam
Buckley (1Y) who reached their first
. mountain summit after climbing the steep
740m (2,430ft) ascent of Sgorr na Ciche

| (the Pap of Glencoe) in Scotland.
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+ Congratulations to Michaela Clancy (6P) who received her 1500m
¥ distance certificate for the ASA/ESSA Rainbow Swimming
i Award Scheme.
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i Congratulations to Quinn Sinton - Gerry (1Y) for achieving the
¥ Killington Ministars level 5 in skiing.
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+ Congratulations to Charlotte Amenta - Lynch (5J) for gaining the
z ASA Silver Challenge award and Stage 8 NPA.

i A double congratulations to Luke Robins (6G) who gained 5 wins
ito become the top 10 year old boy in the Portsmouth Easter

4 swimming festival and who has also been ranked 2nd in the
i country for the 100m freestyle.
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¥ Congratulations to Oliver Morrell  (6J), James Lilley (6S), James
i Ross (6S) and James Northey (6S) for being part of the US
Y (United Services) Portsmouth U1l rugby team who won the U1l
i Plate at the IOW i Vectis Rugby Festival.
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BADGES
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Congratulations to Naeve Molho and
Alex Dassow for gaining their Red Badge.

Congratulations to Charles Elliott
for gaining his Blue Badge.

Congratulations to Alistair Wilson , Edward Lovatt
and Alice Acklam for gaining their Green Badge.

CO- CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Speech and Drama with Mrs Hague does not commence until the week
beginning Tuesday 4th May. Mr s
night for Years 3 and 4 will not begin until the 5th May. All other
staff run clubs will begin from Monday 26th April.
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HEADTEACHEROS AWARDS

The following Head Teacher s Awar ddor avaupesd startwa thel Budhmer Jeank in &vark t 3
respect! Jake Austin , Alastair Cunningham, Molly Harfield, Georgia Henderson, Oliver Saunders and Lillie Simons for
excellent performance in the Cathedral, Dominic Chew, Isobel Gumm and Jasmine Thornell for excellent mathematics

homework, Maxim Greenfield for excellent reading in the Cathedral, Peter Millett  and Emily Whitehead for a superb written
report about the Year 4 PGL trip, Margaux Welch for an informative presentation about her holiday to the British Virgin
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Islands, Georgia Henderson for writing an excellent play script for the Start of Term Cathedral Service, Alastair
Cunningham, Abigail Brader and Oliver Saunders for an excellent performance as stand -in at the Start of Term Cathedral

Service, RebeccaAlcaraz f or her brilliant poem 06War Day 6,bJosephAllenh forchis pxcellente
poem 06 Tr éanorPAppeby,- Mell f or her excell ent poem O6Great War 0 Rumaacah| c
Cassamo for a superb description of a happy and sad time in her life, Jack Norton for an excellent news bulletin for
homework, Emily Pereira f or her excell ent poem 06Dondt cry f or JosheTdleyw foi hésh

amazing poem 0l am war 6 whi ch c ahatrwloveridiget forea wanderid mdefperdent paibting of d i
frog, Toby Cunningham and Amun Laly for great improvement in handwriting
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ROLL OF HONOUR KS2

The following pupils signed the Honours Book this week:

English: Dominic Chew (x2), Henry Gill (x2), George Wilcockson (x2), Rebecca Alcaraz, Sebastian Ansell Virco, Adam Boxall, Os-
car Cannon, James Clare, William Doyle, Nancy Fenton, Aelfred Hillman, Chi -Yunng Lim, Thomas Matthews, Ajay Patel, Henry Per-
cival, Ollie Tinson, Emma Watkins, Emily Whitehead, Henry Wood, Jozef Wragg

English Homework: Joe Copsey (x2), Harry Davis -Marks (x2), Rebecca Alcaraz, Charlotte Amenta -Lynch, Adam Boxall, Rumaanah
Cassamo, Charles Elliott, Nancy Fenton, Megan Fisher, Molly Gibb, Marcus Gowers, Aelfred Hillman, Marcus Horton, Josh Leigh,
Alice Leonard, Chi -Yunng Lim, Raunak Mukherjee, James Read, Molly Renton, Eliza Sharp, Lillie Simons, Devlin Stigant

Maths: Jake Austin (x2), Dominic Chew (x2), Caroline Clayton (x2), Olivia Smitherman (x2), Sebastian Ansell Virco, Haraman Ba-
dial, Cameron Clarke, Fergus Gibson, Sophie Jennings, William Lewis, Edward Lovatt, Evie McAuley, Emma Priory, Thomas Ross,
Alexandre Sautreau, Jasmine Thornell, Callum Trimmer, Dominique Warren, Toby Wingham

Maths Homework : Rumaanah Cassamo (x2), Jack Hussey (x2), Dominic Chew, Yasmin Deter, Marcus Gowers, Evie McAuley
Science: Katie Green (x3), Evie McAuley (x2), Emma Priory (x2), George Whelan (x2), Eleanor Wilson (x2), Cameron Clarke, Will
Donworth, Henry Elphick -Smith, Matilda Goldman, Kirsten Goves, Clemmie Gumm, Molly Harfield, Douglas James, Sophie Jen-
nings, Alice Leonard, Joshua McCoy, Raunak Mukherjee, Eve Stainton, Benjamin Steggall, Jasmine Thornell, Emma Watkins, Char-
lotte Webb, Sasha Wells, Toby Wingham

RS: Grace Goodfellow (x3), Joseph Allen (x2), Holly Baker (x2), Emma Dorricott (x2), Grace Acklam, Rebecca Alcaraz, Alice
Cheshire, Michaela Clancy, Thomas Coyle, Harry Davis -Marks, Milly Henderson, Daniel Hill, Shree Patel, Zoe Rademacher, Thomas
Ross, Devlin Stigant

Geography: Cameron Clarke (x2), Toby Wingham (x2), James Clare, Emma Dorricott, Matilda Goldman, Thomas Placintescu,
Thomas Ross

History: Jack Shahran (x2), Michaela Clancy, Thomas Ross, Eliza Sharp, James Woodward

French: Joe Copsey, Alexander Gibson, Raunak Mukherjee, Thomas Ross

Reading: Joseph Allen, Sebastian Ansell Virco, Michaela Clancy, Jonathon Easton, Molly Gibb, Emily Pereira, Jack Shahran,
George Sinden

Spelling: Henry Wood (x2), Thomas Placintescu

KS1 HONOURS

The following pupils signed the Honours Book this week : Evan Cole, Erica Currie, Isabella Devereux, Lucinda Hawdon, Edward
James, Judith Jellicoe, Thomas Lockyer, Harry Loveridge, Max Povey, Julien Schouller, Jason Shiu, Michael Stylianou, William
Trise, Monty Wingham, Kirav Behari, Henry Buckle, Anna Caldwell, Taarig Cassamo, Omar Chowdhury, Emily Clark, Rebecca Cleary,
Poppy Davenport, William Hartridge, Samuel Head, Adam Heyes, Harvey Hill, Ava Hooper, Ethne Leaver, Alex Ly, Asef Mahir,
Sophie Matheson, Emily Nelson, Maddy Oliver, Emily Parekh, Isaac Platts, Dan Sherburn, Henry Simmons, Harry Tolcher

Junior News




