THE PORTSMOUTH
GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Dear Parents,

- . As you are most probably aware, | am privileged to be
. |an inspector for the Independent Schools
L V Inspectorate. This entails being sent for either a two

‘day or three day inspection each term to a fellow
independent school. There can be no better form of
in-service educational training or continuous
professional development for Head teachers than these visits provide.
Over the last sixteen years | have experienced four different cycles of
inspection, each cycle being a modified version of the former inspection,
and they have taken me to all over England and indeed, on one occasion, to
Prague (not as exciting as it sounds as you spend the whole time in schools,
hotel rooms and various forms of transport with absolutely no spare time
for sight seeing). Over the years | have witnessed new methodology,
exciting systems of management and some unique resources. | have been
to every possible structure of school in buildings that have ranged from a
converted convent, a converted Edwardian terraced house to a state -of -
the -art multi million pound school set in acres of grounds. Although there
are many common features, most especially in relation to the curriculum
and to what constitutes outstanding lessons, no two schools are the same.
Every time | return from an inspection | return to PGS with fresh eyes
with which to view our provision and | am able to stand back in an objective
way and see it for what it is, comparing it most directly with what | have
just been experiencing as well as with the whole collection of other
schools. | returned yesterday from a two day inspection and, fresh from
the experience, have found myself reviewing all aspects of the Junior
School provision deciding above all, perhaps in a slightly biased manner,
that our pupils are the most delightful pupils you could ever choose to
meet; full of enthusiasm (both for life and for learning), original,
thoughtful, contemplative, individual, caring and considerate; they are
confident to have their own thoughts, feelings and opinions which they are
happy to share and are, at the same time, hugely respectful of the opinions
of others. Although you could say this is a very subjective opinion | am
mindful of the many times visitors have identified these qualities in our
pupils, indeed the ISI inspectors who visited us last term commented on
this. | find myself wondering why we are privileged to be in the company of
such special young people and have concluded that it must be the influence
of the people they are in close contact with; parents, family members,
friends and all the staff they come into regular contact with at PGS.
There is no doubt that people matter so much more than material objects
and if all the people a child comes into contact with are similarly
respectful, have the same values and hold the same beliefs and visions it is
no wonder that these children are delightful! We are very lucky i THANK
YOU!

Certainly our pupils are most concerned about those people who are
suffering in any way and are very keen to be involved with raising money
for charities whose aim it is to prevent suffering. Last Friday the Junior
School raised money for Brain Tumour Action. Brain Tumour Action has
partnered with the umbrella group charity Brain Tumour Research and
other member charities to raise awareness and funds for brain tumour
charities. To join their campaign, everybody in the Junior School wore a
hat to school on Friday! It was such a sight, bunny rabbits, penguins,
cowboys, policemen all sitting at their desks working determinedly, yet
raising money at the same time, through the donations made. The children
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donated just £2 to wear a hat and the Junior School has managed to raise
a tremendous £781.26 for the campaign. | had the privilege of wearing a
very special hat. It was created for me by Head Girl, Georgia Henderson
who said, 61 wanted to make people
school was to support Brain Tumour Research. | went and had a look at the
website which is where | got the colours, and | printed off the fact
bubbles and yellow &brain paper?d
was intended to be fun, informative and thoughtful, without being too
abstract or wacky. | fanned out the brain paper and made flowers out of
the facts. It was great fun to make and | am very please Mrs Foster liked
ito. Brain tumours are
little is known about them. This means they are also forgotten when it
comes to allocating funds for research. Yet, more children and people un-
der the age of 40 die of a brain tumour than leukaemia or any other cancer
and five year survival is still only 14%. So anything we can do to help will
make a tremendous difference.

All the Key Stage Two children are very proud to be members of their
chosen Houses: Hudson, Nicol, Jerrard or Privett House and greatly enjoy
all the special events and activities that take place that enable them to
represent their House. Since the start of this term pupils have been
competing in the House spelling competition. The final of this competition
was held last Tuesday and proved an exciting experience as pupils anxiously
supported the members of their
O6mine fieldo6 of increasingly diffi
the four overall year group winners: Georgina Lewis (Year 3), Oliver Nash
(Year 4), Alistair Cunningham (Year 5) and Rebecca Pascoe (Year 6). Quite
coincidentally all four pupils are from Jerrard House; obviously hugely
influenced in the skill of spelling by their House Master, Mr Sharkey, or so

| am led to believe! Do they spend every House meeting learning spellings |
wonder? A full report of this event follows later in this Newsletter.

On Wednesday afternoon the Reception children took a trip to the New
Theatre Royal to watch the fantasti
children were captivated by characters, the music and the dancing. They
also enjoyed participating in the performance themselves; calling out the
rhyming words they could remember from the story. The children have
also enjoyed the follow up activities such as writing speech bubbles, spot
the difference and making character masks and finger puppets to retell
the story. Many thanks to the parents for their support with the trip, the
children thoroughly enjoyed
song all the way back to school!

No sooner had the sound of the singing died away than sounds of a
different sort could be heard when the Year Three and Four Talent Show
auditions took place. It was fantastic to have over 30 children entering the
competition. We had every talent under the sun from impressions to
comedy and singing to playing on a variety of different instruments. The
standard was very high and it was quite clear that many of the children
had gone to great lengths to rehearse their performance. Some had even
acquired special costumes to enhance the overall effect. The Year Five and
Six auditions are tonight and they are eagerly awaited. Though the

Ctd...

The High Street, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO1 2LN
Tel 023 9236 4219 Fax 023 9236 4263 Email juniorschool@pgs.org.uk Website www.pgs.org.uk

www.pgs.org.uk

(the

someti mes cal

House

the experi



four judges, Mrs and Mr Evans, Mrs Townsend and Mrs Sayers are going to
struggle to decide upon the finalists as there has already been so much
talent on show. We hope to inform the successful finalists next Monday.

Tomorrow is French Day involving pupils from Year Three to Year Five.
Year Three will begin by learning details about France fi some history and
geography! They will play the 06Who
out how much they already know, they will put some well -known landmarks,
like the Eiffel Tower, on a map of France and will produce some booklets

on France to take home. Some Year Three pupils have made petits gateaux
in Food Technology this week and these will be shared amongst the year
group. Whilst Year Three are enjoying some French activities in their
classrooms, Year Four will be in the David Russell Theatre listening to
traditional stories like Goldilocks and the Three Bears, all in French! This

will be interactive story telling with lots of audience participation! After

their story, Year Four will do some follow -up puzzles and games associated
with their stories, and eat their petits gateaux made by some of the Year
Four pupils in Food Technology. Meanwhile, Year Three will enjoy their
stories in the David Russell Theatre by the Freshwater Theatre Company.
In the afternoon, Year Five will
the Onatti Theatre Company. They are very much looking forward to this f
and hopefully will be surprised at how much French they know! They will
start O6un quiz fran-aisd which they
Five pupils have made madeleines this week in Food Technology and these
will be shared amongst the whole year group. Why, you might ask, are Year
Six not being involved in this exciting Jour Francais? Well, they are busily
preparing themselves for a wonderful French experience which is taking
place across the whole of next week. Staying in a chateau in a village
named after William the Conquerords
whole host of different exciting activities which are designed to further

their knowledge of France while improving their ability to speak French.

We wish them and the accompanying staff a very enjoyable time indeed
and look forward to hearing about it in details upon their return.

I wish you all a happy weekend.

Philippa Foster

INFORMATION AND DATES
FOR YOUR DIARY

RECEPTION/KS1 PHOTOGRAPHS

Due to circumstances beyond our control the Reception and KS1 clas-
ses did not have their photographs taken on Monday. The
photographer will now be in school on Monday 24th May to take these
photographs. Please would you make sure that the children have their
red jumpers in school.

TABLE TENNIS CLUB CANCELLATION
There will be no table tennis club on Thursday 27th May as Mrs
Albuery will be with Year 6 in France.

TOY STALL fi SUMMER FETE

If anyone needs an excuse to clear out their toys fi they would be
gratefully received for our second hand toy stall at the Summer Féte.
Please deliver them to the Junior School Office. (Please be selective
with cuddly toys!).

PHOTOGRAPHS
Photographs from a number of Junior School events can be found at
http://rossyoung.co.uk/pgs2010/.

SUMMER FETE fi TOMBOLA STALL

With the Summer Féte preparations now underway, any prizes for the
Tombola stall would be gratefully received. Please leave in the Junior
School Office for the attention of Lynda Povey.

Junior News

wa

see

c

Wi

ARSI AS IS IS ISISASISASASIGASAGiGASASiGASA S AR SIS IS L SIS LSS AG

X 2 X2

¥ Congratulations to Max Greenfield
4 Drums Exam with distinction.

(6P) who passed his Grade 1

X

% %

i\( Congratulations to Toby Foord (RO) who has passed his ASA
¥ Stage 2 swimming award.

+# Congratulations to William Grandison (6G) for winning the silver
* medal at The Hampshire County Yellow Belt and under Judo
S competition.
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BADGES

GOLD BADGE

Congratulations to Peter Bustin, Honor Appleby - Mell
and Helen Jackson for gaining their Gold Badge.

Congratulations to Grace Rafferty, Caroline Clayton,

Ethan Hoddle and Sophie Forrest
their Red Badge.

for gaining

Congratulations to Chi- Yunng Lim
for gaining his Blue Badge.

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE A Wed 23rd June at 3.00pm
Iltems requested for sale include: blazers, summer dresses, Kilts,
fleeces, sports kit. All must be in good condition. No shorts, white
shirts or jumpers please. All items to be clearly labelled with nhame
and chil dds cl ass. Any queries
147030.

AUDITIONS FOR CANTATE

Cantate is the Portsmouth
taking place for entry in September 2010 during June and July. Entry
is open to girls aged 10 -18 and a letter will be coming out to Year 6
girls with further details shortly.

JUDO OUTFIT FOR SALE
Judo outfit to suit Year 6 child. As new condition. £30. Email
a.hogg@pgs.org.uk.
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HEADTEACHEROS AWARDS

The foll owing Head Teacherds Awards were awarded: Caadi Thep RdSeblade €or sugee
writing about the Hungry Caterpillar, Murray McLeod for trying hard in all his work and attempting each lesson independently, Ethne
Leaver for writing a fabulous postcard to Katie Morag, Yic- Hin Jim, Phoebe Simons and Ryan Webb for a beautifully written play
script, Alexander Gibson and Sasha Wells for excellent English work, Alexander Turner for an excellent play script, Matthew Cheung
for being a very helpful pupil in the classroom,  Henry Gill for being a hardworking and well mannered pupil, Antonia Phillips for working
extremely hard in English, Thomas Robertson for being extremely polite and well mannered, 2M for creating and presenting an extremely
good class book of Katie Morag stories, Benjamin Brooks for a superb ending to a mountain adventure story, Patrick Caldwell for
excellent complex sentences with accurate punctuation, Zackary Toh for excellent sentence work, Ruby Turner for her excellent poem
0Endeavour &8 based Tohias $candlingGf eat hWar amazing poem 0l am \aargla Whights éod hero
excell ent poemGeodrgisGranthf er Waed, bril |l i ant poem 61 dve sIeStrupt fordis insghtfd a
and sensitive poem 06The Poppi esRebBacoRascoelf mge dhean itntse gt é aaitl Warem 06T
atrocity of the Great War, LewisWalsh f or his poem 6The -bGeedmawh iCcahp sc o0Govoedy s t he war t

BenjaminHall f or his powerfully written poem dsabkléert®n, Emnilp Whieheae d and CharlesEllid r
for an excellent written scene from a play script, Maxwell Gumm, Yic - Hin Jim and Rebecca Hawdon for a beautifully written play script,
Antonia Phillips for excellent diary writing, Alexander Gibson, Eleanor Wilson, Charlotte Ross and Will Donworth  for excellent play
writing, Evie McAuley for great effort in English, Jonathan Yang for good work in Maths and lovely play writing skills,  Alexander Dassow
for fantastic poetry created using powerpoint, Nadine Hugecova for settling in really well to a new school environment
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ROLL OF HONOUR KS2

The following pupils signed the Honours Book this week:

English: Max Burlein (x2), Eliza Sharp (x2), Sebastian Ansell Virco (x2), Stewart Jack, Cameron McClure, Oliver Wisbey, Alice Leonard,

Isobel Gumm, Emma Watkins, Archie Bennett, Thomas Groves, Oliver Taylor, Phoebe Simons, Oliver Nash, Daniel Garcia Tarifa, Mi Iy
Henderson, Alexander Dassow, Henry Doyle, Philip Macanovic, Shree Patel, Benjamin Brooks, Tobias Scandling, Callum Trimmer, G eorgia
Grant, Joe Stirrup, Kira Walker, Rory Greenwood, Sam Caldera, Hermione Barrick, Ella Povey, Frederike Rademacher

English Homework: Harry Davis -Marks (x2), Henry Gill, Alice Leonard, Thomas Robertson, Sabrina Choi, Max Hill, Charlotte Dean, Oliver
Swales-Green, Thomas Leggett, Adam Brown, James Taylor, Philip Macanovic, Alastair Cunningham, Harry Hoolahan, Fergus Gibson, Th omas
Atkinson

Maths: Sophie Dennis, Alice Leonard, Emma Watkins, Antonia Phillips, Yasmin Deter, Nancy Fenton, Jai Thakrar, Fergus Gibson

Maths Homework : Rory Bell

Science: William Doyle

Geography: Lotte Hayward (x2), Meg Dennis (x2), Jasmine Nash (x2), Georgina McTear (x2), Oliver Wisbey, Alexander Dassow, Thomas
Matthews, Florence Bishop, Eve Stainton, Fergus Gibson, Lillie Simons

History: Edward Donnelly, Thomas Matthews, Henry Doyle, Jonathan Brook, Tobias Scandling, Ruby Turner, Callum Trimmer, Henry Cress-
well-Hogg, Georgia Grant, Oliver Morrell, Katheryn Richardson

RS: Rory Bell (x3), Florence Bishop (x2), Dominique Warren (x2), Oliver Wisbey, William Doyle, Alexander Dassow, Thomas Matthews,
Grace Brumder, Alice Cheshire,

Reading: William Lewis, Serena Graham, Molly Gibb, Joseph Allen, James Woodward, Jack Shahran

Dance: Alice Leonard, Florence Bishop, Eliza Sharp, Max Bird, Adam Brown

Spelling: Rebecca Hawdon (x2), Mani Spencer (x2), Serena Graham (x2), Abigail Brader, Thomas Groves, Oliver Taylor, Oliver Nash, Daniel
Garcia Tarifa, Yic -Hin Jim, Matthew Holloway, Adam Boxall, Sophie Forrest, Philip Macanovic, Patrick Caldwell, Alastair Cunningh am, Molly
Gibb

Helpfulness: Emma Dorricott

KS1 HONOURS

The following pupils signed the Honours Book this week : Omar Chowdhury (x2), Samuel Head (x2), Jaden McCoy (x2), Omar Talaat (x2),

Thomas Lockyer, Monty Wingham, Christopher Yang, Lucinda Hawdon, Isabella Devereux, Amber Bradley, Elsa Hares, Oscar Hung, Ed ward
James, Sam Tran, Lucy Albuery, Danny Atherton, Priya Badial, Alexander Barker, Kirav Behari, Claudia Bishop, Susannah Boydell , Jacob
Bund, Joshua Chipper, Amir Choudhury, Emily Clark, Rebecca Cleary, William Davis, George Davis -Marks, Ashwin Elanchcheliyan, Hol ly Fish-
er, Jon Garcia Tarifa, Thomas Gibb, Lily Gibbs, Matthew Grandison, Aimon Haba, Jevon Hannah, Ethan Hards, William Hartridge, Harry
Hellyer, Adam Heyes, Erik Hillman, Louie Howe -Walsh, Milla Macanovic, Sophie Matheson, William Moore, Maddy Oliver, Meha Patel, Isaac

Platts, Joseph Russell, Avinandan Sengupta, Harry Tolcher
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A SPORT

o
il SATURDAY SPORT

) ) HILSEA GAMES ) ) FIXTURES ﬁ Saturday 22 May
There will be games sessions for KEYSTAGE 2 PUPILS at Hilsea this .
Saturday from 0930 to 1045. Saturday morning games are voluntary. U10A & U11B Cricket v Stroud (away) - 1000
There will be cricket for the boys and rounders for the girls. U9A Cricket v Stroud (home) - 1030

WEEKDAY SPORT

POLITE NOTICE ~
) ) FIXTURES i Wednesday 26 May
There are occasions when weekday games sessions have to be cancelled even
when the weather would appear to be fine. We strongly recommend that you U10A Rounders Tournament at Westbourne House i 1400
make it a weekly habit to telephone the games line number on Wednesdays and U10B, C & D Rounders v St Ives (home) - 1500

Thursdays. The date is always stated on these occasions to ensure that there
can be no misunderstanding. It would be appreciated if you could avoid ringing
the Junior School Office for this information to leave the office free to deal

with other communications.

ANSWERPHONE SYSTEM

In the event of uncertainty due to inclement weather please check above sports arrangements using the answerphone
system. Please phone the School on Saturday morning from 8.00 a.m. On weekday games days please phone from 1.30 p.m. The
number to ring is 02392 364266. In EMERGENCIES ONLY please ring the following number: 07738 958314

Sports Results

Boysdé Cricket:

U1l1A/B Sherborne Won by 4 wickets

U10A/B Sherborne Lost by 6 runs
U9A Sherborne Lost by 69 runs
U9B Sherborne Won by 7 runs
UBA Sherborne Won by 49 runs
usB Sherborne Won by 42 runs

Girls Rounders:

U9A Westbourne Won the tournament!
House Tournament
UllA IAPS Round 2 Won 23-5.5
v. Ryde
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London Marathon 2010

Waiting for the Marathon to start seemed to take an eternity. | just wanted to get going - enough
nervous energy had been wasted and 16 weeks of hard training all boiled down to the next 4 and a half
hour s! Woul d | make it? Would | 6hit the wall &?

that | had asked myself a thousand times!

I had a race plan dto run at 10 minute mile pace for as long as possible and to try not to stop to walk. |
knew it would be game over if | stopped &1 would seize up and find it very difficult to get going again!
There were so many people cheering you on, shouting your name out and handing you sweets. The
atmosphere really spurred you on and with the money raised for charity as well, it really made for a
very special day.

| had a few sticky patches in the first half, but | ran through 13 miles in 2 hours 13 minutes. | was
really happy with this, but the next few miles seemed to take forever. | was really feeling at this
stage that it was going to be a long, hard slog to the finish. At 17 miles | was thinking that | was going
to 6hit the walld at any moment, but it di dnot
great. The atmosphere around Canary Wharf was electric and before | knew it, | was through 23
miles. Seeing family and friends at 12 and 23 miles certainly helped! | must admit that | did feel sorry

for runners who were running the other way at 13 miles, when | was going through 23 miles. That said,

I was also mightily relieved that it wasndt me!

The last few miles were of course tiring, but as | ran the last mile, | felt a huge sense of achievement and indeed emotion. | f inished in a time of
4 hours and 35 minutes. A truly amazing day that | will cherish forever!

I would just like to thank  all the parents and children of PGS for all the good wishes and support | received when | ran the Lon don Marathon this
year. A special thank you must go to all those who sponsored me. At the last count | am approaching £2500 raised for Sentebal e. THANK YOU!

HOUSE SPELLING FINAL 2010

The final of the House spelling competition was held on Tuesday May 18 ™ in the DRT. The
pupils who had reached the final had all managed to achieve full marks in the first round

and many of them had to battle through a semi final to find out who the very best spellers
were.

Each finalist was competing against eleven other pupils in their year group, tackling a series
of words to make even the cleverest teacher squirm!

As the competition got underway, the children watching and supporting were engaged in a series of challenges to test their
spelling skills too.

In Year Three, the overall winner was Georgina Lewis.

In joint third place in Year Four were Jack Norton and Matthew Cheung.
Overall winner was Oliver Nash.

In joint third place in Year Five were Naeve Molho and Hector Bonnin
Runner up was Eliza Sharp

Overall winner was Alistair Cunningham.

In joint third place in Year Six were Joe McAuley and James Harper.
Runner up was Grace Goodfellow.

Overall winner was Rebecca Pascoe.

On the spot prize winners were -Elliott Chubb, Molly Renton, Thomas Matthews and George Sinden.

My thanks go to all of the pupils who sat quietly and sensibly throughout the competition and to all of the staff who helped and
supported with this event.

J.Albuery
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