THE PORTSMOUTH
GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Dear Parents,

Summer Newsletter 8 fi 18 June 2010

When walking round the school this week | have
been aware of a very special atmosphere; in each of
the classes | have visited there has been a
'purposeful buzz with all pupils displaying very
evident enthusiasm for the activities they have

see a skipping troupe, a cello player and a pianist performing alongside

well known acts taken from popular musicals, as well as pop acts. Joe
McAuley and Greg Porter transformed into Lady Gaga and Beyoncé
wowing the audience with their rendi
them second place. Rich deserved first place was awarded to Honor

been engaged in. On entering every class the pupils Appleby-Mell and Meg Dennis for their sensitive performance of Owl

have been so immersed in their tasks that it has taken some time Cityds 6Firefliesé. These talented e
before anyone has spotted my presence fi always a sign that good competition separately but, when it was realised that they had chosen

learning is taking place. The reason for this? The Independent Learning to sing the same song, it was suggested that they might like to perform

Projects! The inspection of 2004 recommended that we should give our as a duo. They accepted the challenge and began to rehearse together;

pupils greater opportunities to develop independent learning skills A in their deep and warm tones of voice complimenting each other to give a

particular the skill of being able to effectively research for information wonderful feel to the song. The purpose of the evening was to raise
and then to record and present the information in an interesting and money for o&Women for Womend and thro

original format. Initially we involved Year Six pupils, identifying the and audience voting a staggering £1,175 was raised for the charity,

second half of the summer term, once the SATs have been taken, as therefore making the evening successful in every way! | can honestly
being an ideal time to introduce more freedom within the curriculum. say that | can not remember when | last enjoyed myself so much, the
Seeing how successful the [1LP3s wergermsydfthdaetydndtfe quaity Bf eaPhtaRdieled peffofmBrftd wiad
responsibility for their own learning and indeed, enabling the children to staggering! All the children had amazing stage presence, demonstrating
significantly gain in knowledge empowered by self motivation, it was considerable talent ... the next time Simon Cowell is no the search for
decided that all the children from Reception to Year Six would benefit talented performers he need look no further!

from undertaking independent learning projects so in 2006 all year

groups became involved. It has been very evident this year that the The
children have gained increasing skill over the years for independent
learning, including self management and working collaboratively.
Indeed year on year the quality of the projects has significantly
improved. Such experience will undoubtedly provide the leaving Year Six
pupils with an excellent skill base to support their learning in the Senior
School.

audi ence watching the Year Two pe
aboardd were also treated to a wonder
keep reminding myself that the children were only six and seven years

old as the quality of every aspect of the performance was outstanding

with the singing, delivery of lines and dancing all being very polished. It

was so engaging it quite literally had us all dancing in the aisles! Seeing

such ©6cool d movers and cheerful 6bop
and grandparents) it is hardly surprising that their offspring are so
| am frequently amazed and hugely impressed by the ability and talents talented.

of our pupils; none more so than over the past week. Anyone who was
fortunate to be in the audience at the PGS Junior School X  -Factor
night will know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that pupils in the Junior
School have the most amazing talents. The talent show, held last Friday,

proved a thoroughly entertaining and enjoyable occasion when the pupils Dickson Music Competition. Instruments included a violin, a viola, two
of the Junior School show -cased their talents. The show opened with a trumpets, a trombone, a cello, a euph

b rass group gquartet o f Ye ar Three baYsno Frife’ rdsQthnMéfBe wad & SR conckr dhByed by all.
their foot tapping rendition instantly setting a very high standard of Senior School Head of Academic Music, Yi -Ru Hall, herself a vey
performance. A variety of singing and dancing acts followed, each one of

a similarly high standard, with every performer demonstrating

considerable confidence and expertise. One young performer, eight place was awarded to Kirsten Young (violin), second place to Tom Ross

year old Charlie Pereira, captivated the audience with his hip swinging (trumpet) and prestigious first place to Oliver Saunders (euphonium)

and |ip curling as he performed 0AIl I¢ Showpikg U\pé”)r)pytutnheefulqinagndofmursolcckalanrden(
roll, Elvis. He did this with such style and panache that he was crowned

Further talent was on display at the first of the four instrumental
music competitions that are held at this time of year. On Thursday, ten
pupils from Year Five gave very skilful solo performances indeed in the

accomplished solo singer, had the unenviable task of adjudicating the
performances. After very serious consideration and deliberation third

of fo.
the favourite Year 3/4 act by both the audience and the judges.
Adorned Wit_h blon(.:ie wig and _ABBA outfit, hine year old Emma Watkins Unfortunately heavy rainfall last Thursday meant that the netball
had the entire audience clapping and swaying along as she sand the AB- matches of the Portsmouth inter -schools Football and Netball

BA song, 6 T_h ank you for t h e mus i ¢ StournathbnY, holtéd by $hH SuRior Rifdol, ag 6 BeBRIEdioff N &i%tausing
performance that she claimed second place. When Year Five and Six a great deal of disappointment among the 12 local primary schools that
performed, the problems for the judges really began, as the talent was had been invited to take part. Howeve

of such a high standard that any of the acts could have won. The affected by the rain and therefore the football competition went
variety of the acts was particularly impressive; it was especially good to
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ahead as planned. Altogether 25 teams took part from 18 different
schools: 5 pitches, 25 teams, 57 matches, 200 players and 300
spectators proved one great fun festival of football to lead us into the
World Cup 2010. The proud winners of the tournament were Flying Bull

love and knowledge of the story, surprising the librarian by joining in
with all of the rhyming words! The children were then given the
opportunity to explore the library and were encouraged to search for a
fiction and non -fiction book, making comparisons between the two. On

Schoolfi our hearty congratulations! Thursday it was Year Oneds turn and
opportunity to listen to stories and enthusiastically joined in. They were
On Monday the Hobgoblin Theatre Company, who specialise in then shown how to find non -fiction books and the children enjoyed
presenting history through drama, gave the most entertaining l ooking for books about various topi
performance of the story of O6Freya armditsthéd.RuNoets 6o ntloy awds tihte ffremar f ©hr ¢ d e
pupils. The story captivated the children as they transported the find out how they could investigate further for their Independent
audience back in time to the era of the Vikings. The play was Learning Project on O0Petsd later t
interspersed with brain storming activities when the children were exceptionally well behaved and we would like to say thank you to all the
asked to recount what had happened so far, give opinions on the parents and grandparents who helped with the trip.
characters in the play and predict what might happen next. After a well
deserved break the children took part in a drama workshop, where they This week it was 4G and 4Jd6s turn to
put together tableaus to represent parts of the play they had seen. All was bright and sunny and pupils were able to get out on the water
the children thoroughly enjoyed the experience. everyday. Due to gusty winds the pupils were unable to stay in the
smaller Terra's (boats) on their own, but enjoyed races and learning
While Year Three were busily enjoying their play in the Upper Junior sailing procedures in the larger Lazer's with the instructors. Pupils had
School Drama Studio, Year Six were being royally entertained and the chance to learn how to rig and de -rig a boat, learn about different
enthused by Andy Briggs a scriptwriter and author, in the DRT at a parts of the boat and the 5 key principles to sailing. Pupil's confidence
wor kshop entitled, O60Her oes and Vi |l | agrew sl@ing thel weekeardpwlitratheninstductots helpt theyewer rabje toP S P
game, advert, song and tv programme was written by someone. He said steer and control the main sheet in blustery conditions. One of the
that when he was old and retired he wanted to be entertained with new highlights was that pupils were able to see common seals whilst they
fil ms, games and stories so the chi |lshledkaround hathgstbne Harbeur. Wiht the rcdantinwed goodiweaghér wel e
told the children how to write thei topesape ablaitb saibdownaand enjoy tintee ratbtise sduth ofcHayling y
writing O6what they knowd, descri be plsland ondhe last dayn®he ingructorh ang tegchers havedored seeimg a
conversation they over heard. He danced around the DRT for an hour how the pupils rallied around, and even through tiredness and illness
explaining how much fun he was having being a writer. He went on to pupils have continued to show their enjoyment learning how to sail. All
describe his latest series of books where they were written in pairs, pupils have grown in confidence and have been able to build upon their
the same events written from two points of view, the hero fi Hero.com team building skills, especially when a few boats capsized and
and the villain /i Villain.net. Each book starts at the same chronological pupils fell in the water.
point in time with the same event but develops differently as the
characters do either good or bad with their new powers. This was As | have been writing this letter | have been wondering how our U11
perfect to give Year Six a taster for their own hero and villain graphic rounders team have been getting on in the Finals of the IAPS National
novel project starting next week. Further promotion of literacy Rounders Tournament. By qualifying, the teams proved themselves to be
occurred this week for Reception and Year One pupils. On Monday and one of the four most accomplished U11 rounders teams in Great Britian
Tuesday the Reception children thoroughly enjoyed their visit to the so regardless of how well they do, | am still extremely proud of them
Central Library. The children listened attentively to one of their all. I wish you all a sunny and happy weekend.
favourite stories, 6The Gruffal od, PhilippdFostee r e keen to show their
HEADTEACHEROS AWARDS
The following Head Teacherds Awards were awarded: Adam Stokely, Stjuar
Christian Thomas, Matthew Llewhellin and Alexander Butler f or an excell ent performance at t heErkNew

Hillman for a fantastic improvement in Maths

Thefollowing pupils signed the Honours Book this week:

English: Alexander Butler, Edward Moger
Maths:
Geography: Alexander Butler, Edward Moger, Ollie Tinson, Georgina Lewis
RS: Ajay Patel, Katy Courtnell, Adam Stokely, Oliver Wisbey

ICT: Ben Priory

Spelling: Samuel Burlein
Independent Learning Project:

ROLL OF HONOUR KS2

Florence Bishop, Isabella Barrington -Clark, George Campkin, Ollie Tinson

Florence Bishop, Gregory Porter, Sebastian Ansell

-Virco

KS1 HO

NOURS

The following pupils signed the Honours Book this week
Sengupta (x2), Harry Jones, Daisy Crane, Ciaran Hards, Christy Hosford, Toby Foord, Elsa Hares, Joshua Scott, Ryan Buckley, E

: Giselle Barfoot (x2), Tamara Crocker (x2), Alex Ly (x2), Tom Shahran (x2), Avinandan
mily Curwood,

George Gregory, Frazer Mackenzie, Charlotte Johnson, Jem Porter, Grace Loveridge, Omar Talaat, Harry Tolcher, Erik Hillman, F red erick
Ansell-Virco, Kirav Behari, William Hartridge, Adam Heyes, Ava Hooper, Nathan McBride, Meha Patel, Isaac Platts, Lucy Albuery, N oah Stocker,
Omar Chowdhury, James Christensen, Rebecca Cleary, Ashwin Elanchcheliyan, Lily Gibbs, Ethan Hards, Samuel Head, Louie Howe -Walsh, Milla

Macanovic, Hannah Millerchip, Dan Sherburn, William Moore, Maddy Oliver, Alia Alayyan, Jacob Bund, Hans Miles Deter, Poppy He rbe rt
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INFORMATION AND DATES
FOR YOUR DIARY

TABLE TENNIS CLUB

Table tennis club on Thursday 1st July is cancelled due to Mrs
Albuery being on a course.

RAFFLE TICKETS
Please return money and stubs as soon as possible to the Junior
School office.

UNIFORM SALE

Please note there will be a sale of second hand uniform on 23 ™ June
at 1500 in the Small Quad. Items for the sale o blazers, kilts, dress-
es, sports kit and fleeces should
and class and brought to the JS office any time before the event.

ALEX PASCALL

Alex Pascall will be in school working with the children from Monday
21% June & Friday 25 " June. Please would you provide your child with
a brightly coloured T -shirt to bring into school to wear over
their uniform. This is particularly important for the Finale in the
Cathedral at 1430 . All parents are welcome. Please note the time giv-
en in the Red book is the time from which the Cathedral is available to
us. For this reason it is not possible to start at this time so please
note the amended starting time of ~ 1430.

TREASURE ISLAND

Parents are warmly invited to attend the Year 6 production of
Treasure Island at the New Theatre Royal on 8th and 9th July at
1900. Tickets are available from New Theatre Royal box office on
023 9264 9000.

CHI LDREN® S ASSUMMER $ETE

Any Year 6 or KS2 pupils who would like to have a stall at this years
Summer Féte please collect a form from the Junior School office and
complete and return as soon as possible.

TOY STALL i SUMMER FETE

If anyone needs an excuse to clear out their toys fi they would be
gratefully received for our second hand toy stall at the Summer Féte.
Please deliver them to the Junior School Office. (Please be selective
with cuddly toys!).

SUMMER FETE i TOMBOLA STALL

With the Summer Féte preparations now underway, any prizes for the
Tombola stall would be gratefully received. Please leave in the Junior
School Office for the attention of Lynda Povey.

SUMMER FETE & BRIC- A- BRAC STALL

5P are running a bric -a-brac stall at the Féte and would be grateful
for donations of good quality bric -a-brac/toiletries etc. So have a late
spring clear out and help us to make it another record breaking Féte.

All donations can be left a the Junior School office.

SUMMER FETE

2Y are running a second hand DVD, CD, CD Rom, computer games and
video stall at the Féte. Please donate any unwanted films, music or
games and bring into school in a bag marked 2Y.

JUNIOR SCHOOL 10TH ANNIVERSARY BALL

With special farewell to Mrs Foster, HMS Warrior, December 2010

The good news is that tickets are selling fast already, but
unfortunately this means that there are less tickets left for those
who are keen to be there at this very special evening. To avoid
disappointment please book tickets through the Development Office.
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¥r Congratulations to Giordano Avondo (1Y) for achieving Level 3 in
ice-skating.

s

¥ Congratulations to Rufus Hornsey (3P) who won the Locks Sailing
+ Club Junior Regatta. He was the overall junior champion and the
Y¢ youngest competitor too!

Y
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BADGES
GOLD BADGE

Congratulations to  Michaela Clancy
for gaining her Gold Badge.

Congratulations to Hector Bonnin
for gaining his Red Badge.

Congratulations to Abi Brader, Sabrina Choi
and Charlie Dean for gaining their Blue Badge.

Congratulations to Emma Holmes
for gaining her Green Badge.

MOUNT KILIMANJARO CLIMB

Mr & Mrs Patel (parents of Shree in Year 5 and Shivani in Year 8) will
be starting an 8 day climb up Mount Kilimanjaro on 18th July raising
money for Macmillan Cancer Support. If you would like to sponsor Mr
& Mrs Patel their Just Giving page is at www.justgiving.com/
dhirenandsmita -kilimanjaro.

SCHOOL CALENDARS

School calendars are now on sale in the Junior School Office for only
£7.00! The calendars run from September 2010 to August 2011 and
contain most Red Book dates and all holidays, INSET days etc.

FETE DONATIONS
Please could all stall holders ensure that they visit the Junior School
Office before Friday 25th June to collect donations for the Féte.

VIVALDI ORCHESTRA
Please take note of the following changes to Vivaldi rehearsals for the
remainder of this term. There is no rehearsal on 24/6 due to new
pupils afternoon. There WILL BE normal Vivaldi on 30/6, all pupils
must attend as this is our last rehearsal. On 7/7 Vivaldi Orchestra
will give a short performance at 4.15pm in the New Hall. Parents of all
members are very welcome to attend and we also invite pupils in Year
3, and their parents, who will be joining the orchestra in September
2010.

*
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A SPORT

o
S SATURDAY SPORT

™ . HlL?EAKiégrng 5 PUPILS at Hilsea thi FIXTURES 1 saturday 19 June i 1430
t t
ere Wifl be games sessions for at Hisea this U9A & B, U10A, U11A Cricket v Westbourne House (away)

Saturday fi 0930 to 1045. Saturd i luntary.
here wil be cricke forthe boys and rouncrs for he gils, | | VLA B & C(U10+ULD) Rounders v Westboure House (away)
y oiris. U9A & B, U10A & B Rounders v Westbourne House (away)

WEEKDAY SPORT

) POLITE NOT/.CE FlXTURES ﬁ Thursday 24 June fi 1430
There are occasions when weekday games sessions have to be cancelled even
when the weather would appear to be fine. We strongly recommend that you U8 Cricket v Farleigh (away)
make it a weekly habit to telephone the games line number on Wednesdays and U9C Rounders (with U8) v Barrow Hill (home)
Thursdays. The date is always stated on these occasions to ensure that there UBA Rounders v Farleigh (away)

can be no misunderstanding. It would be appreciated if you could avoid ringing
the Junior School Office for this information to leave the office free to deal
with other communications.

ANSWERPHONE SYSTEM

In the event of uncertainty due to inclement weather please check above sports arrangements using the answerphone
system. Please phone the School on Saturday morning from 8.00 a.m. On weekday games days please phone from 1.30 p.m. The
number to ring is 02392 364266. In EMERGENCIES ONLY please ring the following number: 07738 958314

Sports Results
Boysdé Cricket:

U11lA Pilgrims Lost by 9 runs
ullB Pilgrims Won by 12 runs
U10A Pilgrims Won by 23 runs
u10B Pilgrims Lost by 2 wickets
U9A Pilgrims Lost by 51 runs
uoB Pilgrims Lost by 8 runs
Girls Rounders:
USA Twyford Lost6.5-11
usB Twyford Won 11-5
U11A Farleigh Won 20.5-14
uliB Farleigh Drew 11.5-11.5
U10A Farleigh Won 13.5-12.5
U10B Farleigh Won 15-11.5
U9A Farleigh Won 16.5-11
uoB Farleigh Won 17-7
U11A IAPS v. Downs School, Won by 0.5 rounders and 4 batters
Bristol Quarter Final
UliB Manor Prep Won 13-3
Boys Football:
ui1o Local Schools Tournament 3" in Group
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SATURDAY KS2 BADGE TESTING

Badge testing at Hilsea on Saturday mornings has now been running successfully for nearly two years. Each term,
four Saturday mornings are set aside for testing pupils on the winter and summer sport elements of their badges.

If possible these Saturday mornings are free from other fixtures, enabling as many pupils as possible to participate.
Over the last two years | have been so encouraged by the positive attitude of the pupils, who often attempt these
tests more than once before they pass. The staff who have assisted with this scheme, have been really supportive
and help the pupils to improve their skills and | am very grateful to them.

The last opportunity for badge testing this year will be on Saturday July 10 ™ and | would like to encourage as many

pupils as possible to join us and complete some of those tests!
J.Albuery

Louise Askew and Emma Holmes
who passed tests on Saturday.

BALLET CLASS INFORMATION

As the classes are getting bigger and everyone is improving much quicker now, the way the classes are set out is
going to be slightly different from the next academic year. The timetable will be as follows:

2.40-3.10 New Pre Primary (Year R)
3.10-3.40 Pre-Primary (Year 1)
3.40-4.15 Primary (Years 2 & 3)
4.15-4.45 Grade 1 (Year 4)
4.45-5.15 Grade 2

5.15-5.55 Grade 4

Every time a class moves up they will now be joining the class that already exists. Grade 3 will be added when
necessary.

Assessmentsfi will now be undertaken instead of exams. This is to ease the pressure and stress that exams bring
and will no |l onger interrupt the studentsd academic | ea

The first assessment will be pre -primary (Year 1) on June 28th.

Certificates A every pupil that passes their assessment will be issued with a certificate from the Sarah Mepham
Academy of Dance.




